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The est Prayerbooh 


“My dearest prayerbook! Tell me, my friend, 
what prayerbook do you like best? I do not 
know what title you selected from the hun- 
dred on display in the book store. I know of 
a little book whose title is more melodious 
than any other. Did you perhaps select a 
book that is not very convenient? It is per- 
haps too bulky or too large to fit into your 
small pocket? I know of a little book that fits 
into every pocket. And if you made your 
selection according to convenient size, you 
may look in vain in it for suitable prayers for 
special occasions and needs. I suggest a book 
in which you can always find just the right 
prayer for every need. If you have not the 
means to buy an expensive book, I can tell you 
of one that costs but a few cents. Do you look 
for one that is very durable? I know of one 
with iron clasps, whose sturdy pages never 
wear out by frequent thumbing. Do you want 
a book with large, bold-face type, suited to 
every eye? I can tell you of one from which 
you can always pray, even without spectacles 
and in the darkest night without a light. Do 
you desire eagerly to be heard in your dire 
need? I know of a book whose user will never 
be rejected nor his petitions refused by God. 
Do you want a frequent reminder of your 
hour of death? There is a little book that 
mentions that fatal hour oftener than any 
other, that you can clasp during your death 
struggle. And when your hands are lifeless 
and rigid, my and your dearest prayer book 
will be entwined around your stiff fingers even 
in the coffin and in the grave, and with con- 
fidence you will be able to appear before your 
Judge with your well-thumbed Rosary.” 


Dr. Jacob Ecker (+1912). 
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The article “A Rosary of Pearls” on the following pages 
may be had from THE GRAIL in pamphlet form. Price 10¢. 
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Hail Mary, 
Pull Of Grace, 


A ROSARY OF 
PEARLS 





0O 


* Te he 
your devotions and opened with the 
hey 4 YOU memory. 


Placidus Kempf, O.S.B. 
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To the Prior of a Carthusian monastery in Spain, 
that had been devastated by war, Christ appeared in 
the glory of His Passion, holding in his hand fifteen 
weapons of great beauty; these were five arrows, 
five swords, and five lances. These arms glistened 
with the Blood of the Savior, and they seemed as 
resplendent as so many brilliant stars. ‘‘These,” 
Jesus said, “are the fifteen excellencies of the Lord's 
Prayer and the Angelical Salutation; they contain a 
virtue that will deliver thee in thy necessities. Go 
and preach the Rosary of my Mother, pray with thy 
brethr:n, and thou shalt soon feel the efficacy of 
these prayers.""-—Rev. Michael Mueller, C.SS.R. 


O 


“Be of Good courage, Dominic. The fruits of your 
labors will be abundant. You know how much the 
salvation of this people (the Albigenses) has cost 
my Son. He does not wish that the work of salvo- 
tion should become useless. Remember, then, thot 
the salvation of the world was begun by the salute- 
tion of the angel, that it was completed by the bitter 
passion and death of my divine Son, and that it wos 
established and secured by the glorious resurrection. 
The remedy, therefore, of so many evils shall be 
meditation on the mysteries of the life, death, and 
glory of my Son, uniting thereto the Angelic Saluto- 
tion, by which the great mystery of the redemption 
was announced to the world.” 
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O 

“The earth shall remain barren till watered by the 
heavenly dew of this devotion. You are to preach 
this devotion as a practice of piety most dear to my 
Son and to me; as a most powerful means of dis- 
sipating heresy, extinguishing vice, spreading virtue, 
imploring the divine mercy, and obtaining my pro- 
tection. | desire that this manner of prayer shall be 
perpetually promoted and practised." 


O 


“The faithful shall obtain by it numberless benefits, 
and shall always find me ready to aid them in all 
their wants. This is the precious gift which, through 
you, | bequeath to the world.” 

—The Queen of the Most Holy Rosary to St. Dominic. 


“With the spread of this devotion the faithful have 
become more fervent by these meditations and more 
inflamed by these prayers, on a sudden they have 
become different men, the darkness of heresy has 
been dissipated, and the light of Catholic faith has 
again beamed forth." —Pope St. Pius V (71572). 





O 


“The Rosary daily obtains fresh favors for Chris- 
—Pope Urban IV (71264). 


tendom.”’ 


O 


“This method of prayer redounds to the honor of 
God and of the Blessed Virgin, and is well fitted to 
avert impending dangers.”"—Pope Sixtus IV (+1484). 


O 


“The Rosary is instituted to counteract heresiarchs 
—Pope Leo X (71521). 


O 


“The Rosary is the scourge of 
—Pope Adrian VI (+1523). 


and growing heresies.” 


the devil.” 
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Che Lord 
Is With Thee; 


O 


“By means of the Rosary St. Dominic appeased the 
wrath of God against France and Italy.” 
—Pope Paul Ill (+1549). 


O 


“The Rosary is the glory of the Holy Roman 
Church."’ —Pope Julius ill (71555). 


O 


“The Rosary is the destruction of sin, the regain- 
ing of grace, and the increase of God's glory.” 
—Pope Gregory XIV (+1591). 
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Blessed Art Thou 
Among Women; 


O 


“The Rosary is a treasure of graces.” 
—Pope Paul V (71621). 


O 


“The Rosary increases the number of Christians.”’ 
—Pope Urban Vill (71644). 


O 


“If you desire peace in your heart, in your home, 
and in your country, then each evening pray the 
Rosary in common.” —Pope Pius IX (+1878). 
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“We desire nothing more ardently than that the 
fervor of the faithful in performing the devotion of 
the Rosary should not languish, but should remain 
firm and perfect, the Holy Father desiring to increase 
the devotion towards the Mother of God, especially 
by this form of prayer most pleasing to her.” 

—Pope Leo XIill (+1903). 


O 


“As the Holy Eucharist is the testament of Jesus, 
so the Rosary is Mary's testament to us. In conse- 
quence of its blessings the devil makes the Rosary a 
special subject of temptation, weariness, contempt, 
and such like. Persevere in it, and it will itself be the 
chain of your final perseverance.’ —Father Faber. 


O 


“The Rosary teaches us every day to think of Jesus 
and Mary, and be grateful to them: and to think of 
them and be grateful to them is to love them; and 
to love God and show gratitude to Him is the end of 
all religion, the very essence of Christianity.” 

—Rev. Michael Mueller, C.SS.R. 


O 


“I beg you to send me such fathers as can preach 
well the Devotion of the Rosary, for they are the best 
reformers of the manners of the people.’’—Casimir 
ll, King of Poland, to the Father-General of the Do- 
minicans in Rome. 


O 


“Formerly, if any one had to begin a new state of 
life, or assume any high office, or offer himself to any 
trade, and did not appear with a Rosary of beads, 
he would have endangered his reputation as a good 
man. The Beads were regarded as the distinguishing 
sign of a good Catholic.” 


O 


“When I have a doubt as to whether | have said 
the Rosary, you must not cause me any displeasure; 
for you ought to know that the salvation of my soul 


—Alanus de Rupe. 
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depends on saying the Rosary.’’—St. Alphonsus Li- 
guori to his servant, Brother Francis Anthony. 


O 


“One day when St. Dominic was preaching about 
the devotion of the Rosary a heretic was brought to 
him, who, for having publicly spoken ill of the Ro- 
sary, was possessed by devils. When the Saint asked 
them whether what he has spoken was true, they ex- 
daimed: ‘Hear, O Christians, all that our enemy has 
said of Mary and of the Rosary is true.’ ”’ 

—Father Pacciucchelli 


O 


“| would give all my learning in exchange for the 
merit of one Hail Mary.” 


O 


“When St. Clement Maria Hofbauer returned from 
the deathbed of a man who died contritely, in spite 
of the fact that he had not been to confession for 
seventeen years, the Saint remarked: “It was well 
for him that he lived in the suburbs. The long way 
to his home gave me ample time to say the Rosary, 
and | have never known of a sinner who did not 
convert himself, if first | had an opportunity of re- 
citing the Rosary.” 


—Suarez. 


O 


“A young mother, on her deathbed told Msgr. 
Dupanloup, bishop of Orleans: ‘‘Father, | am certain 
that | shall go to heaven. For from the day of my 
first Communion, when you advised the children to 
say the Rosary daily, | have never failed once in its 
recitation.” 


oO 


“Till now | had been asking myself how it would 
be possible to offer to French light-heartedness that 
was so little attracted, nay, even averse to medita- 
tion and prayer, a practice long since looked upon 
as superannuated and abandoned to the ignorant to 
whom few care to belong. Above all, how hope that 
the spiritually sick, who are so weak that they neither 
feel their state nor wish to be cured, would accept a 
remedy of which a dose terrifies those who do not 
know its sweetness? Such was my difficulty when our 
Lord gave me the idea to renew the devotion to the 


Rosary.” —Ven. Pauline Marie Jaricot. 
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Gnd Blessed Js 
The Fruit Of 
Thy Womb, Jesus. 


“Amongst the various forms of prayers used in the 
Cherch, piously and profitably, the Rosary has many 
titles of praise—especially this, that it was instituted 
to implore the help of the Mother of God against the 
enemies of the Faith: and, as all know, it has fre- 
quently helped the Church in trial.""—Pope Leo XIll. 
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Holy Mary, 
Hlother O©f God, 


O 


“He that has a true devotion to Mary may be 
called happy even in this life, and may be sure of 
paradise, according to the words of the Gospel: ‘He 
that shall find me, he shall find life, and shall have 
salvation from the Lord.’ But who is he that finds 
Mary? It is he who loves her, and who honors her 
by special devotions. Now among all the devotions 
| know none that is more pleasing to the Mother of 
God than the Rosary. Oh, what a beautiful hope of 
salvation have those who recite every day the Rosary 
with piety and perseverance!”’ 

—St. Alphonsus Liguori. 
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O 


St. Francis de Sales, notwithstanding his numerous 
occupations, never omitted saying the Beads. Ohe 
evening his servant, seeing him about to begin this 
pious exercise, thought it was very late, begged him 
to defer it till the next day, in order not to injure 
his health. The faithful servant of Mary replied: 
“You must learn never to put off till tomorrow what 
con be done in its proper time,"’ and he continued his 
prayer. 


O 


“One day, on being admitted to an audience with 
King Louis XIV (+1715), | found him saying the Ro- 
Expressing a little surprise, accompanied with 
sentiments of edification, | received this answer from 
the King: ‘Be not surprised, | glory in saying my 
Beads; it is a practice | learned from my mother, the 
Queen, and one which | should be very sorry to omit 
for a single day.’ ” —Father de la Rue. 


O 


“He who salutes Mary will also be saluted by her. 
And the salutation of Mary, says St. Bonaventure, 
will be some grace whereby she always responds to 
those who salute her.” —St. 


O 


“The Hail Mary is a heavenly dew which fertilizes 
the soul. It is the chaste and loving kiss which we 
give to Mary. It is a fragrant rose which we present 
to her; a precious pearl we offer her; a chalice of 
divine ambrosial nectar which we hold to her. All 
fhese are comparisons of the saints.” 

BI. Grignon de Montfort. 


O 


“| pray you urgently, by the love | bear you in 
Jesus and Mary, not to content yourself with saying 
a decade of your Beads, but, if you have time, the 
whole Rosary every day. 


sary. 


Alphonsus Liguori. 


At the moment of your 
death you will bless the day and hour in which you 
have followed my advice. Having thus sown the 
benedictions of Jesus and Mary, you will reap eternal 


benedictions in Heaven.’’—BI. Grignon de Montfort. 


O 


“The body of the Rosary is the vocal Our Fathers 
and Hail Marys; its faith and soul is the meditation. 
The beads, as they are held in the fingers, give 
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escape to nervous restlessness, and so leave the at- 
tention more free. Thus, the weakness of the nervous 
or restless, or extroverted mind is provided against. 
Many people can only think freely on a point when 
in action—walking, for example; their nerves and 
senses must have employment to free the mind of 
concentration.” —Archbishop Ullathorne. 


O 


“The Rosary was the book of the unlettered be- 
fore the ages of printing, which familiarized their 
hearts with the chief mysteries of the Gospel; it is 
excellent for two classes—for those who like it, and 
for those who do not like it. Millions of souls have 
been made contemplative and internally spiritual, in 
all classes by its use, who without it would never 
have become so. Some people do not like to take 
the medicine which would heal them, and call it non- 
sense. The Rosary is exactly that “nonsense” which 
cures an amazing deal of nonsense. Call it spiritual 
homoeopathy if you like.'"—Archbishop Ullathorne. 


O 


“If we pray for a happy death till the end of our 
lives, we shall die a happy death,"’ says Cardinal 
Bellarmine. Now, we pray particularly for a happy 
death whenever we say: “Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of 
our death.”’ 


O 


“There is a countless variety of prayerbooks; but 
not one of them can be better than the Rosary. What 
book is so easy for us to carry as our beads? It can 
always be about us; in going to our work we can 
take it in our hands, and say a decade; at night we 
can put it around our neck or on the arm, and before 
falling asleep offer to our Mother another decade of 
prayer.” —Rev. Michael Mueller, C.SS.R. 


“Not only is the Rosary proper for private prayer, 
but also for public occasions should this kind of 
prayer be restored to the honor it long held, when 
every Christian family marked each day with its re- 
cital. Hence we exhort and beseech all to say the 
Rosary every day with constancy.’"—Pope Leo XIll. 
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Pray For As 
Sinners, Now 


O 


“The Rosary is a prayerbook for all. 
used in every language throughout the wide world; 
its prayers have been said by the lips of little chil- 
dren who can hardly lisp the name of mother; by the 
lips of ald age that trembles with weakness and 
grief; they have been said by the sailor on the deep, 
by the ploughman at his work in the field, by the 
scholar at his books, by the soldier battling bravely 
for his altars and firesides, by peasant girls singing 


It has been 


in sunny vineyards, by the lips of those on whose 
brows fleshed the gems of royal diadems."’ 
—Rev. Michael Mueller, C.SS.R. 
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BEY See L AEP ENTE PTS ES 


YOANN 


Gnd At Che 
Hour Of Our 
Death. Amen. 


O 


“The Rosary is a book blessed and approved by 
twenty-five Popes, and recommended by the many in- 
dulgences they attached to its prayers; a book which 
the little child and aged man, the rich and the poor, 
the learned and the uninstructed can use with the 
same fervor, the same love, the same efficacy; a book 
in which the good Christian glories as the living testi- 
mony of Catholicism, and a mark of tenderness 
towards Jesus Christ and the most holy Mother of 
God.” —Rev. Michael Mueller, C.SS.R. 
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O 


“| shall say the Rosary as long as | live; and when 
| can no longer say it with my lips | shall pray it with 
my heart.” —St. Paul of the Cross. 


O 


‘‘When | am uneasy about some patient, when | 
find medicine powerless, and have exhausted my re- 
sources, | address myself to the Blessed Virgin; and, 
going on sickcalls, | say a decade or two of my Ro- 
sary. The beads are like a door-bell. To get ad- 
mission to the great of this world, and ask a favor, 
we have to wait long; but to speak to the Holy Vir- 
gin is the simplest thing in the world: we just ring 
the bell by saying a decade on the beads, and, be- 
hold, the door opens, and Mary is so very kind that, 
unless there are good reasons why it should not be, 
the prayer is granted at once.” 

—Dr. Recamier (71852 at Paris) . 


O 


“When | walk about my room with my Rosary in 
my hand the themes for musical compositions come so 
fast to me that | hardly have time to put them on 
paper.” —Franz Joseph Haydn (71732). 


O 


“The Rosary is the breviary of the musician. Mary 
helps me with my musical compositions. 
Christoph Willibald Gluck (71784). 


O 


To his page, Rohan Cabot, who later became 
Prince of Leon, Napoleon once said, when he saw 
him saying the Rosary in a theatre, “You will become 
a real man; continue to say your Rosary.” 


O 


“There are three things with which | cannot part 
during life—my sword, my crucifix, and my Rosary.” 
—Johann Tsecklaes, Count of Tilly. (After being vic- 
torious in 36 battles, he was mortally wounded in the 
engagement on the river Leich, April 1632. His three 
indispensable objects were found on his person). 


O 


“The Rosary is the most efficacious of all modes of 
prayer with the exception of the Holy Sacrifice and 
the Divine Office.” —Father Humphrey, S.J. 


October 
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O 


“My Son, if you wish to protect your kingdom and 
to preserve it in peace, always carry the Rosary with 
you and frequently pray it.” 

—King Philip Il of Spain (71598). 





“Care must be taken that in these sad times for the 
Church the holy custom of saying the Rosary be care- 
fully observed, especially as this form of prayer is 
excellently suited to nourish the spirit of devotion.” 

Pope Leo XiIll. 


O 


“Only after having finished praying my Rosary will 
| attend to this important business.” 
—Emperor Charles V (+1556). 


O 


“Invoke the Blessed Virgin that her Rosary may 
help me in the government of my kingdom,"—King 
Alphonse V of Portugal (7 1481) once said to his 
court officials. O 


“Blessed is the home in which Mary, the Ark of the 
Covenant, dwells, where Jesus and Mary are honored 
and praised by the daily recitation of the Rosary. 
For, by means of this heavenly Marian devotion we 
have always been blessed, and shall always ex- 
perience God's blessing.” 

—Abbot Michael Weinmeier. 


O 


“Not our generals, not our armed forces, not our 
arms, have won victory for us; we must ascribe it 
rather to Our Lady of the Rosary.”"—Statement of the 
Senate of the Republic of Venice. 


O 


“O Saint Dominic, your Rosary has made my king- 
dom secure, for which | am most grateful to you.” 
—King Louis X of Navarre (71316). 


O 


“A learned man was once asked why he wasted 
his time in saying the Rosary instead of applying his 
talents to more worthwhile things. He replied: 
‘Prayer is as necessary for man as food and drink. 





Queen Of The 
fost Holy Rosary, 
Wray for As. 


The Rosary is food, drink, and nourishment for the 
soul, a cloak of grace, a condensed summary of the 
Gospels, the foundation of Christian doctrine, the joy 
of the saints, a canticle of the Angels, adoration and 
praise of the Most Blessed Trinity.’.”’ 

—Rev. J. A. Keller. 


O 


“The moments we shall have spent in saying the 
Rosary will not be the portion of our lives that we 
shall regret on Judgment Day.” 

—Rev. Matthew Russell, S.J. 
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“No devout Catholic, whether instructed or ig- 
norant, who habitually meditates upon the mysteries 
of the Rosary as our Holy Father has exhorted us all 
to do, can fail to acquire a very real familiarity with 
the most vital of those lessons which our Divine Re- 
deemer came from heaven to teach mankind by His 
example. Such a one may not follow by any con- 
scious act the meaning of each recurrent phrase in 
the quickly repeated Aves, but he will have learned 
in what sense Our Lady is full of grace, how far she 
is privileged above her fellows, how blessed is in- 
deed the fruit of her womb, and this perhaps more 
thoroughly than if his mind had been slavishly at- 
tentive to the exact significance of every uttered 
word.’’—Rev. Herbert Thurston, S. J. 


O 


“To Mary’s feet in heaven today the angels come 
in never-ending stream to lay before her the offerings 
of her loving ecrthly children. To their Queen they 
bear fair wreaths of lovely roses. In many a lonely 
cottage or amid the bustle of the great city have 
these crowns been formed. Little ones and old folk, 
the pious nun and holy priest, the sinner too and 
many a wandering soul, have added to the glory of 
the Queen of Heaven; and from every corner of this 
earth today has risen the joyous praise of her who is 
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary. On earth she was 
the lowly handmaid of the Lord, and now all genera- 
tions proclaim the greatness of her name.” 


Rev. William Doyle, S.J. 
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The word “bead” has undergone a 
curious transformation: it is the past 
participle of the Saxon verb “biddan,” 
to pray, and to bid the “beads” merely 
means to say one’s prayers. “Bidding 
the beads” means also a formal list of 
the people to be prayed for—or the ob- 
jects of prayer—a “bead roll” is a list 
of people to be prayed for. “Beads 
man or Beads woman” is simply a per- 
son who prays for another, especially 
a benefactor. A custom was very early 
introduced of counting the prayers 
said by the use of little grains or peb- 
bles strung together, and thus the 
name of prayer became attached to the 
instrument used for saying prayers. 
In this sense the word “beads” is used 
at the present day by the faithful: to 
others the idea of prayer has dropped 
away from the word, and “bead” means 
merely little balls strung together and 
used as an ornament. 


The devotion of saying fifty “Hail 
Maries” was called the rosary, being as 
it were a chaplet of roses placed on the 
brows of the Mother of God, and the 
beads were called a “pair of beads,” 
“a pair of Paternosters” or “Ave 
beads,” or simply a “Paternoster.” It 
was not until after the sixteenth cen- 
tury that the name of rosary was ap- 
plied to the beads. Sometimes the 
string of beads consisted only of one 
decade and was so small it could be at- 
tached to a ring and worn on the little 
finger, and was used over and over 
again for the five decades. 


—Groves, F. M. —A Book of the Love 
of Mary—Herder, 1912., p. 65-6. 


“O God, whose only-begotten Son, by His life, 
death and resurrection, hath purchased for us the 
reward of eternal life: grant, we beseech Thee, that, 
meditating on these mysteries in the most holy Ro- 
sary of the Blessed Virgin Mary, we may imitate what 
they contain, and obtain what they promise.” 

(Prayer—Mass of the Most Holy Rosary) 
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JANUARY 

1. Dedication of Our Lady of the 
Annunciation (at Florence). 

2. Foundation of the Abbey of 
Dunes in Flander in honor of the 
Blessed Virgin in 1128. 

3. Our Lady of Sichem near Lou- 
vain. This image sweated blood 
in 1306. 

4. Dedication of Our Lady of Treves 
in Germany in 746. 

5. Miraculous cure of a paralytic in 
Our Lady of Sichem Church in 
1606. 

6. The Feast of the Wedding at 
Cana, attended by Our Lady. 

7. Return of Our Lady with Jesus 
and Joseph from Egypt to Judea. 

8. Our Lady of the Commencement, 
a chapel at Naples, in 320. 

9. Church of Our Lady beyond the 
Tiber, Rome, in 224. 

10. Our Lady of the Guides at Con- 
stantinople. 

11. Our Lady of Bessiere in Li- 
mousin. 

12. Our Lady of the Broad Street at 
Rome. 

13. Pius V reformed the Office of the 
Bl. Virgin in 1571. 

14. Our Lady of the Word near 
Montserrat, 1514. 

15. Our Lady of the Portico, Rome. 

16. Our Lady of Montserrat in Spain 
delivered captives from the 
Turks. 

17. Our Lady of Peace at Rome. 

18. Our Lady of Dijon in Burgundy. 

19. Our Lady of Gimont, near Tou- 
louse. 

20. Our Lady of the Tables at Mont- 
pellier. 

21. Our Lady of Consolation at 
Rome. 

22. Desponsation of Our Lady at 
Rome, 1546. 

23. Desponsation of Our Lady at 
Arras. 

24. Our Lady of Damascus. 

25. Translation of the winding sheet 
and tomb of Our Lady to Con- 
stantinople in 455. 

26. Our Lady of Long-Champs, 1261. 

27. Our Lady of Life, at Venasque, 
in Provence. 

28. Our Lady of Good Succour, near 
Rouen. 

29. Our Lady of Chatillon sur Seine. 

30. Our Lady of the Rose at Lucca 
in Italy. 

31. Apparition of Our Lady to Sister 
Angela de Foligny. 

FEBRUARY 

1. Eve of the Purification at Paris. 

2. The Purification of Our Lady 

3. Our Lady of Seidaneida near Da- 
mascus. 

4. Our Lady of the Pillar at Sara- 
gossa in Spain. 

5. Dedication of the first temple of 
Our Lady by St. Peter at Tripoli. 
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. Our Lady of Louvain (miracles 


worked here since 1444). 


. Our Lady of Grace in the Abbey 


of Saint Sauve at Montreuil sur 
Mar. 


. Our Lady of the Lily near Melun. 
. Octave of the Purification. 
. Our Lady of the Dove near Bo- 


logna in Italy. 

St. Mary of Liques near Calais. 
Our Lady of Arzgenteuil near 
Paris built in 101. 
Lady du Four 
Bourges. 


Chaud at 


. Our Lady of Bourbourg in Flan- 


ders. 


. Our Lady of Paris, 522. 
. Our Lady of the Thorn near Cha- 


lons in Champagne. 


7. Our Lady of Constantinople. 
. Our Lady of Laon 500. 
. Our Lady of Good Tidings, near 


Rouen. 


20. Our Lady of Boulogne-sur-Mer. 
21. Our Lady of Bon Port at Dol. 
22. Our Lady of Succour at Rennes 


in Brittany. 


23. Our Lady of Roches, near Sala- 


manca in Spain. 


24. St. Luke’s picture of Our Lady in 


591 was carried in procession at 
order of St. Gregory the Great, 
and the plague ceased. 


25. Our Lady of Victory at Constan- 


tinople. 


26. Our Lady des Champs, at Paris. 
27. Our Lady of Light near Lisbon 


in Portugal. 


. Institution of the monastery of 


the Annunciation at Bethune in 
Artois in 1519. 


MARCH 


. Establishment of the Feast of the 


Immaculate Conception in 1476. 


. Our Lady of Apparitions at Mad- 


rid. 


. Our Lady of Longport in Valois. 
. Our Lady de la Garde in Arragon 


1221. 
of Good Succour at 
Nancy in Lorraine. 


. Our Lady of Nazareth at Pierre 


Noire in Portugal. 
Villa 
Viciosa in Portugal. 


. Our Lady of Virtues at Lisbon 


in Portugal. 

of Savigny in Nor- 
mandy in honor of Our Lady c. 
1112. 


. Our Lady of the Vine, near Vi- 


terbo in Tuscany. 


. Our Lady of the Forests at Porto 


in Portugal. 


- Our Lady of Miracles near Paris. 
. Our 


Lady of the Empress at 
Rome. (Image spoke to St. Gre- 
gory the Great in 593.) 


- Our Lady de la Breche at Char- 


tres. 


. Our Lady of the Fountain at Con- 


stantinople, 460. 


. Office of Our Lady instituted at 


Council of Clermont, 1095. 


. Our Lady of Loretto erected to a 


cathedral in 1586. 


. The Beautiful Lady at Nogent- 


sur-Seine. 


20. Our Lady of Calevoirt near Brus- 


sels. 


21. Our Lady of Bruges in Flanders. 


22. Monastery of Our Lady founded 


in 1098 by St. Robert. 


23. Our Lady of Victory. 
24. Eve of the Annunciation. 


29. Apparition 
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20. 
21. Institution of the confraternity of 


5. The 
. Our Lady of Soissons. 
. Apparition of Our Lord to Mary 


Annunciation. 


after His Resurrection. 


28. Our Lady of Sastelbruedo in Ca- 


talonia. 
of Our Lady to St. 
Bonet in Auvergne. 


. Re-establishment of the chapel of 


Our Lady at Boulogne-sur-Mer. 


. Our Lady of the Holy Cross of 


Jerusalem. 


APRIL 


. Octave of the Annunciation. 
. Our Lady the Great, at Poitiers. 
. Apparition of Our Lord to Our 


Lady after the Resurrection. 


. Our Lady of Grace in Normandy. 
. Apparition of Our Lady to Pope 


Honorius IV 


. Our Lady of the Conception. 
. Our Lady of the Forsaken at Va- 


lencia in Spain. 


. Feast of the Miracles of Our 
Lady at Cambron. 
. Our Lady of Myans, near Cham- 


bery in Savoy. 


. Our Lady of Laval in Vivarais. 


. A blind man restored to sight at 
Montserrat. 
. Our Lady of Charity near Tou- 


louse. 


. Apparition of Our Lady to bless- 


ed Jane of Mantua. 


. Apparition of Our Lady to St. 
Ludwina. 

5. Blessed Alberic received the 
white habit from Our Lady. 

5». Our Lady of Victories at St. 


Mark in Venice. 


17. Our Lady of Arabida, in Portugal. 
. Grant of plenary indulgences by 


Urban VI to those who visit the 
Church of Our Lady of Loretto. 


. Confirmation of the Feast of the 


Conception of Our Lady by the 
Council of Trent, 1545. 
Our Lady of Scheir, Bavaria. 


the Immaculate Conception at 
Toledo in 1506. 


22. Our Lady of Betharam. 
. Cathedral of Arras, 


where veil 
and girdle of Our Lady are pre- 
served. 


25. 
26. 


w te 
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30. 


Dedication of the Lower Chapel 
of Paris in 1248. 

Our Lady of Naiera in Navarre, 
1048. 


- Our Lady restored a child to life 


who had been dead three days in 
Haut, in Hainault. 


. Our Lady of the Oak in Anjou. 
29. Our Lady of Faith in the Augus- 


tinian convent of Amiens. 
Our Lady of Nantes in Britanny. 


MAY 


- In 1449 in Paris the Maypole was 


given to the Church of Our Lady. 


. Our Lady of Oviedo in Spain. 


3. Apparition of Our Lady to the 
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. Our Lady, 


. Our 


. Our Lady of Power at 


Blessed Mary Razzi. 
the Helper in Nor- 


mandy. 


. Our Lady assists at the Ascension 


of Our Lord. 

Lady of Miracles in the 
Church of Our Lady of Peace in 
Rome. 


. Our Lady of Haut in Hainault. 
- In 1202 the learned Justus Lip- 


sius gave his silver pen to the 
Church of Our Lady of Haut. 


. Our Lady of Loretto in Italy. 
. Dedication of the city of Con- 


stantinople to Our Lady. 
Also dedication of Our Lady of 
Saussaie near Paris. 


. Apparition of Our Lady to St. 


Philip Neri. 
Auber- 
villers near Paris. 


. Dedication of Our Lady of Mar- 


tyrs at Rome. 608. 


. Dedication of Our Lady of Noyon 


998. 


. Descent of the Holy Ghost upon 


Our Lady. 


. Apparition of Our Lady to St. 


Catherine of Alexandria. 


- Our Lady of Tears in the duchy 


of Spoletto in Italy. 


. Dedication of Our Lady of Bon- 


port. 


. Dedication of Our Lady of Flines 


near Douay. 


20. Dedication of the church of La 
Ferte. 

21. Our Lady of Sweat at Salerno in 
Italy. 

22. Our Lady of Monte Vergine near 
Naples. 

23. Our Lady of Miracles at St. 
Omer’s. 

24. In 1622 it was forbidden to up- 


. Dedication of 


hold any opinion contrary to the 
Immaculate Conception. 


5. Our Lady the New, at Jerusalem. 
. Dedication of Our Lady of Vau- 


celles. 


. Dedication of Our Lady of Na- 


ples. 


. Feast of the Relics of Our Lady. 
. Feast of Our Lady des Adents, 


at Arras. 


the Church of 


15. Delivery of the city of Chartres 24. Dedication of Our Lady of Repa- Monte Vergine near Naples. 
in 911. ration at Florence. 31. Our Lady of Suffering at Paris. 
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16. 
17. 
18. 


20. 


21. 
22. 
23. 


24. 


28. 


29. 
30. 


JUNE 


. Our Lady of the Star in Italy. 
. Our 


Lady of Edessa 
Minor. 


in Asia 


. Our Lady of Sospoli in Pisidia. 
. Our Lady of the Hill at Fribourg. 
. In 1428 a child was restored to 


life that it might be baptized. It 
lived five hours after baptism and 
then melted away like a snow ball 
in the presence of seventy wit- 
nesses. 


. Institution of the nuns of the 


Visitation of Our Lady. 


. Dedication of Our Lady du Val. 
. Our Lady of Alexandria in Egypt. 
. Our Lady of Ligny in Lorraine. 
. Our Lady of Cranganor in the 


East Indies. 


. Our Lady of Esquernes in Flan- 


ders. 


. On this day Our Lady appeared 


to St. Herman. 


. Dedication of Our Lady of Sichem 


near Louvain. 


. Fall of a heavenly manna for the 


starving inhabitants in 371. 


. Foundation of Our Lady of the 


Feuillants in 1145. 
Our Lady of Aix la Chapelle. 
Our Lady of the Forest. 


Apparition of Our Lady to St. 
Agnes. 


. At Treves, the comb used by Our 


Lady. 
Our Lady of Blaquernes, where 


they possess the winding sheet of 
Our Lady. 


Our Lady of Matarieh in Egypt. 
Our Lady of Narni in Italy. 

Our Lady Justinienne at Car- 
thage. 

Our Lady of Clos Evrard near 
Treves. 


5. The Council of Ephesus giving 


Mary the title of Mother of God. 


. Our Lady of Meliapoor in the 


East Indies. 


. Our Lady of the Dorade at Tou- 


louse. 


Dedication of their church by the 
Carthusians to Our Lady. 


Our Lady of Buglose in Gascony. 
Our Lady of Calais. 


JULY 


. Dedication of church in Jumieges 


in Normandy, 1067. 


. Visitation of the Blessed Virgin. 
. Our Lady of Carolle at Paris. 

. Our Lady of Miracles at Avignon. 
. Dedication of Our Lady of Cam- 


bray. 
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. The feast of the Scapular. 


. Our Lady d’Iron, near Blois, in 


Dubois. 


. Dedication of Our Lady of Arras. 
. Our Lady of Peace. 
. Dedication of Our Lady of Cou- 


tances. 


. Dedication of Our Lady of Bou- 


logne. 


. Our Lady of Clery. 
. Dedication of Our Lady of All 


Graces. 


. Our Lady of Chartres (carved 


“Virgini pariturae” 100 years be- 
fore the birth of Our Savior. 


. Our Lady of the Bush in Portu- 


gal. 


. Godfrey of Bouillon took Jerusa- 


lem on this day from the Turks. 
Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, also Our 
Lady of Einsiedeln. 


. Carmelites received approval for 


their reform. 


. Our Lady of Victory at Toledo. 
. Our Lady of Moyen Pont, near 


Peronne. 


20. Our Lady of Grace at Picpus, 


Paris. 


. Our Lady of Verdun. 
. Our Lady de la Garde near Mar- 


seilles. 


. Institution of the Order of Pre- 


montre. 


. Foundation of Our Lady of Cam- 


bron. 


. Our Lady of Bouchet. 
. Our Lady of Faith at Cauchy near 


Abbeville. 


. Image of Mary appeared on the 


walls of the city of Rhodes and 
fired the knights to overcome the 
Turks. 


28. Our Lady of Faith at Gravelines. 
. In 1546, the constitution of Sixtus 


IV concerning the Immaculate 
Conception was decreed anew. 


. Our Lady de Gray near Besancon. 
. Our Lady of the Murdered in 


Portugal. 


AUGUST 


. Our Lady in three apparitions on 


this day requested the founding 
of an order to redeem captives. 


. Our Lady of Angels or of the 


Portiuncula. 


. Our Lady of Bows in London. 
. Our Lady of Dordrecht in Hol- 


land. 


. Dedication of Our Lady of the 


Snows. 


. In 963 the church of Our Lady of 


Chartres was completely de- 
stroyed but the tunic of the Vir- 
gin was preserved. 


12. 
13. 


14, 
15. 


16. 
17. 


18. 


2. 


. Our Lady of Schiedam in Holland. 
. Our Lady of La Kuen near Brus- 


sels. 


. Our Lady of Oegnies in Brabant. 
. Institution of the Order of Our 


Lady of Mercy. 


- Blessed Virgin’s robes were given 


to Aix-la-Chapelle. 
Our Lady of Rouen. 


Death of Our Lady in the pres- 
ence of the apostles. 

Vigil of the Assumption. 

The Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin. 

Opening of Our Lady’s Sepulchre. 
Victory through Mary over the 
Flemish by Philip the Fair 1304. 
Robert of Sicily (1022) founded a 
chapel in honor of Our Lady. 


. Our Lady of Jerusalem near Mon- 


tecorvo in Portugal. 


20. In Benedictine Church at Affig- 


hem in Brabant the image of Our 
Lady returned the salutation of 
St. Bernard. 


. Founding of the Order of Our 


Lady of the Star (1022). 


. New Feast of Immaculate Heart 


of Mary. 


. Victory of Philip de Valois (1328). 
. Dedication of Our Lady of Beno- 


iste Vaux in Lorraine. 


. Our Lady of Rossano in Calabria. 
. Our Lady de la Treille, at Douay. 
- Our Lady of Moustier near Mar- 


seilles. 


. Our Lady of Kiow in Poland. 
. Our 


Lady of Clermont ten 
leagues from Cracow. 


. Our Lady of Carquere in Portu- 


gal. 


- Dedication of Our Lady of the 


Founders at Constantinople. 


SEPTEMBER 


- In St. Peter’s, Louvain, a feast 


on the First Sunday in September 
honors “All Feasts of the Blessed 
Virgin.” 


. Our Lady of Helbron in Germany. 
. Dedication of the Abbey of Cor- 


neville in 1147. 


. Restoration of a child to life in 


1419 by Our Lady of Haut. 


. Our Lady of Bois near Arras. 
. Our Lady of the Fountain near 


Valenciennes. 


. Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lady. 
. The Nativity of Our Lady. Also 


Dedication of Our Lady of Liesse, 
also Dedication of Our Lady of 
Montserrat. 


. Our Lady of Puy in Velay. 
. Our Lady of Trut, near Cologne. 
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Our Lady of Hildesheim in Ger- 
many. 

Our Lady of Healing in Lower 
Normandy. 

Our Lady of Guadalupa in Spain. 
Dedication of Our Lady of Fon- 
tevrault. 


. Octave of the Nativity of Our 


Lady. 


. Our Lady of Good Tidings at 


Orleans. 


7. The placing of the image of Our 


Lady of Puy in Velay in 1254. 


. Our Lady of Smelcem in Flan- 


ders. 


. Our Lady of Healing near Mount 


Leon in Gascony. 


20. Our Lady of Pied d’Argent at 


Toul in Lorraine. 


1. Our Lady of Pucha. 
2. The giving of the name of Mary 


to Our Lady by St. Ann. 


23. Our Lady of Calvanere in Spain. 
24, Our 


Lady of Roquemadour in 
Quercy. 


25. Our Lady of Passeh at Rhodes. 
26. Our Lady of Victory at Tournay. 
27. Our Lady of Good-meeting. 

28. Our Lady of Cambron. 

29. Our Lady of Tongres. 

30. Our Lady of Beaumont in Lor- 


raine. 


OCTOBER 


. Foundation of the Abbey de la 


Couronne under the title of Our 
Lady. 


. Our Lady of the Assumption at 


Naples. 


. Our Lady of La Place at Rome. 
. Our Lady of Vaussivieres. 

. Our Lady of Buch in Guienne. 

. Our Lady de la Plebe in Venice, 


1480. 


. Feast of the Holy Rosary (1573). 
. Our Lady of Gifts at Avignon. 
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20. 


21. 
22. 


28. 
29. 
30. 


31. 
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. Dedication of the Abbey of Ro- 


yaumont. 

Dedication of the church of Pon- 
tigny. 

Our Lady of Talan. 

Our Lady of the Underground. 
(Tradition says Our Lady lived 
for some years in a subterranean 
cave half a league from Grand 
Cairo.) 


23. Our Lady of Consolation near 


Honfleur. 


. Our Lady of the Hermits (Einsie- 


deln, Switzerland). 


. Dedication of Our Lady of Toledo 


in Spain. 


. Dedication of Our Lady of Vic- 


tory (French Abbey 1225). 


. Our Lady of the Basilla in Lom- 


bardy. 

Our Lady of Vivonne in Savoy. 
Our Lady of Orope in Savoy. 
Our Lady of Mondevi at Vic in 
Piedmont. 

A chorister was saved from a 
well by Our Lady at Chartres in 
1116. 


NOVEMBER 


. All Saints, instituted in honor of 


Our Lady in 608 


. Our Lady of Emmimont near Ab- 


beville. 


3. Our Lady of Rennes in Britanny. 
. Our Lady of Port Louisa at Mi- 


lan. 


. Our Lady of Damietta in Egypt. 
. Our Lady of Valfleurie. 
. Our Lady of the Pond near Di- 


jon. 


. Our Lady of Belle Fontaine. 
. Our Lady of Good Succour. 
. Cure of incurable malady by Our 


Lady for Turkish pacha. 


. Apparition over the walls of Die 


which routed the infidel in 1546. 


2. Our Lady of the Tower. 


25. 
26. 
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. Confraternity of 


Our Lady of the Rock in Tuscany. 


Our Lady of the Mountains in 
Italy. 


. Dedication of the town of Lesina. 
8. Our Lady of Walsingham in Eng- 


land. 


29. Our Lady of the Crown at Pa- 


lermo. 


30. Our Lady of Genesta in Italy. 


DECEMBER 


- Our Lady of Ratisbonne in Ba- 


varia. 


. Our Lady of Didinia. 

. Our Lady of Filermo near Malta. 
. Our Lady of La Chapelle. 

. Institution of the first congrega- 


tion of Our Lady at the Jesuits’ 
college at Rome. 


. Our Lady of Fourviere at Lyons. 
. Our Lady of Paris. 
. Immaculate Conception of the 


Blessed Mother. 


. Our Lady of the Conception at 


Naples. 


. Institution of the Nuns of the 


Conception of Our Lady. 


1. Our Lady of the Angels. 
12. Our Lady of Good Tidings at Ab- 


beville. 

. Our Lady of the Holy Chapel at 
Paris. 

- Our Lady of Albe la Royale in 
Hungary. 


. Octave of the Conception of our 


Lady. 


Our Lady of 


Good Deliverance. 


. Our Lady of Amiens. 
. Dedication of Our Lady of Mar- 


seilles. 


. Presentation to St. Ildephonse of 


a white chasuble by Our Lady. 


20. Founding of the Abbey of Our 


Lady of Moleme. 


“ = 21. Foundati f St. Ach 
. The hand of St. John Damascene 13. Dedication of the Abbey of Bee 7” Qumagtion. of St Acheul under 
was miraculously attached to his in Normandy. y- 
wrist after having been severed. 14. Our Lady of the Grotto in Portu- =. Cur Seay of Coasives. 
10. Our Lady of the Cloister. 7 gal. 7 23. Our Lady of the Ardilliers in 
11. Our Lady the White. - ™ Anjou. 
ag 15. Our Lady of Pignerol. oni , 
12. Our Lady of Faith in country of ¢ ©. Lady of Chieves in Hainaul 24. Virginal marriage of Our Lady 
Liege. * or sadly o sores OE ainae t. and St. Joseph. 
13. Dedication of Clairvaux in honor |” yy ry et Confraternity 25. Birth of Our Saviour. 
of the Blessed Virgin. - = - 7S a ; 26. Confraternity of the Conception 
14. Our Lady of La Rochette near !* Jur Lady of Bourdieux. of Our Lady at Augustinian Pri- 
Geneva. 19. Our Lady of Good Tidings. ory in Paris. 
15. Dedication of Our Lady of Ter- 20. Our Lady of La Garde in Italy. 27. Institution of the Order of 
ouenne. 21. Presentation of Our Lady. Knights of Our Lady. 
16. Dedication of Our Lady of Milan. 22. Institution of the Confraternity 28. Our Lady of Pontoise. 
17. Dedication of the Cave of Our of the Presentation of Our Lady. 29. Our Lady of Spire in Germany. 
Lady of Chartres. 23. Our Lady of the Vault. 30. St. Mary’s of Boulogne in Picardy. 
i8. Dedication of Our Lady of 24. Restoration of use of speech by 31. Second feast in honor of the 
Rheims. our Lady of Montserrat. image of Chartres. 
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Aloisi Cardinal Masella, Papal delegate for the 

occasion, is shown placing the crown on the Photos by Res News 
statue of Our Lady of the Rosary at Fatima, in 

Portugal, on the very site of the apparitions which 


took place between May and October, 1917. The 
crowning took place on May 13th of this year 
(1946). 


The three Portuguese children to whom the Blessed 
Mother appeared as Our Lady of the Rosary on 
the thirteenth of each month from May to October, 
1917. Only Lucy is still living, the others having 


The open air sanctuary at St. Mein- 
rad, Indiana, where the centenary 
of the Patronage of the Immaculate 
Conception was observed on May 
13, 1946. The celebrant is the Right 





Reverend Father Abbot Ignatius of 


‘St. Meinrad. Between 1500 and 


1600 persons made the Act of 
Consecration to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary during this Mass. 


A crowd, estimated at 500,000, watches the cere- 

monies of the crowning of Our Lady of the Rosary 

in Fatima. The Holy Father addressed this vast 
throng by radio during the ceremonies. 


died shortly after the apparitions, as the Blessed 

Mother said they would. Lucy was present as 

Sister Lucy of the Dolors at the Fatima celebration 
on May 13. 
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Economic Justice: 


The Fundamental Reason. 


HEN one mentions some of 
W. the proposals for economic 
justice set forth by the 
Social Encyclicals, such as_profit- 
sharing by workers, an annual wage, 
the family wage, and various securi- 
ty features designed to protect those 
who would otherwise face economic 
distress because of old age or in- 
capacity, he often receives as a re- 
ply a snort, a somewhat off-color 
expletive, and the declaration that 
he is talking Socialism. Socialism, 
pure and unadulterated, of the ran- 
kest sort. That is, this happens 
when the reaction is of the milder 
sort. When it is of a_ stronger 
variety, the snort resembles a sup- 
pressed bellow, the expletive 
lengthens into a _ string, and the 
declaration concerns Communism. 
Why is this, when Catholicism ad- 
mittedly has nothing in common with 
either Communism? 
Why is it that so many Americans 
think that proposals like the above 
have no place in a democratic order 
of society? The answer lies in the 
fact that false concepts of society 
and of the origin and functions of 
the State, and, consequently, of the 
proper responsibilities of the State, 
have led people to become unable to 
properly discern the differences be- 
tween a socialistic State and a demo- 
cratic one. These same false con- 
cepts have caused many the inability 


Socialism or 
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to differentiate between State-pater- 
nalism and a democratic State’s 
proper concern about the economic 
welfare of its citizens. To get the 
true perspective of the State’s 
proper functions, we must go back 
to society’s origins. 

Most of today’s erroneous philoso- 
phies take their rise in an ignorance 
of or disregard of the fact that the 
family is the basic unit of society, 
that it is the hub of the wheel from 
which all the spokes of the social 
order begin and take their direction. 
It is the social sun around which all 
other social bodies revolve and from 
which, when they are nourished 
properly, they draw their sus- 
tenance. The social death-grapple 
being waged among State Absolu- 
tism, Individualism, and the Chris- 
tian concept of society is very be- 
wildering to millions of people be- 
cause of the welter of claims and 
counter-claims which fill the air. 
There are so many aspects of the 
various conflicting ideologies pre- 
sented that the seeker after truth 
is very often at a total loss to know 
where to begin to arrive at a proper 
appraisal of the merits claimed by 
the contenders. However, in all 
truth, there should be no confusion 
about the proper place to start when 
examining the various social orders 
presented. The solution is extreme- 
ly simple. The proper place to be- 
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H. C. McGinnis 


gin is at the beginning. At the be- 
ginning of man. 
State Absolutism has developed 


from several pagan theories of man’s 
beginning and society’s growth. One, 
the theory of Hobbes, which is one 
of the foundation theories of State 
Absolutism, held that, as man 
evolved, he became more and more 
an engine of destruction, absolutely 
ruthless. He had an equal lack of 
respect for human life and_ the 
property of others. Each day was a 
gory affair as he liquidated his 
neighbors and took over their pos- 
sessions. Finally, however, he 
evolved enough intelligence to per- 
ceive that the pitcher that goes to 
the well often is apt to become 
broken and that his own turn would 
surely come. Finding that his 
neighbors held similar fears, he 
agreed with them to erect an au- 
thority, a State, to which each and 
every person would surrender all 
rights to individual action. Since 
the State would hold each person in 
abject subjection, each citizen would 
be safe from his fellows. Thus, 
through terror of liquidation, man 
voluntarily submitted to this desfo- 
tic authority which would dictate his 
every action. Naturally, the more 
complete the surrender, the .more 
complete the individual’s safety. Al- 
though State Absolutism is the exact 
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opposite of what is known in social 
philosophy as Individualism, actual- 
ly this set-up was designed to pro- 
tect nothing but the individual. In 
these early beginnings of State Ab- 
solutism there was an intention to 
erect an authority which would pro- 
mote the well-being of either the 
family unit or of the local -com- 
munity, but one which would guar- 
antee more or less the integrity of 
the individual’s body and his natural 
possessions. Therefore, in a sense, 
both Absolutism and Individualism 
have a common bond in that they 
were conceived because of individual 
selfishness. From these early con- 
cepts of State Absolutism sprang the 
illogical idea that, somehow, the 
State preceded the individual and 
that after the State was born, man 
came along to serve its ends. This 
theory appears to be swallowed 
easily by many who cannot, for the 
life of them, accept the Chyistian 
doctrine concerning the natural 
order of society. However, it should 
be apparent to any of those parti- 
sans of State Absolutism who think 
at all that, if man exists to serve and 
glorify the State—the State being 
something entirely apart from the 
people who compose its general body 
—the Absolute State should not 
have, and does not have, any inten- 
tion of permitting the individual to 
enjoy the full fruits of his economic 
production through profit-sharing 
and any other features designed to 
help him maintain and promote his 
individual dignity. The only concern 
the Absolute State could possibly 
have would be to maintain the in- 





dividual in the economic condition 
best suited to make him an efficient 
and productive slave. Hence it 
should be obvious that neither Com- 
munism nor Socialism can possibly 
give any more than lip service and 
a glamorous promise to any proposal 
which will tend to increase the dig- 
nity and natural rights of the in- 
dividual. 

Rousseau and Herbert Spencer, 
two chief progenitors of the Indivi- 
dualist concept of society, also 
started from false promises in trying 
to justify the social structures they 
sought to erect and the ideologies 
they promoted to support them. 
Rousseau glorified the individual and 
held that the State and all other 
forms of society were necessary evils 
which must exist only until man 
reaches a sufficient degree of perfec- 
tion to be a law unto himself. 
Broken down into its real meaning, 
Rousseauism means nothing but so- 
cial anarchy. Spencer insisted that 
man has evolved from a subhuman 


creature. At one time, he contended, 
creation was nothing but lifeless 
atoms. Certain of these atoms came 


together and, although they con- 
tained no life in themselves, their 
association produced life. Spencer 
evidently couldn’t swallow the Old 
Testament story of creation, but he 
gulped down this idea with great 
gusto. Man painfully evolved 
through many stages of existence 
and finally reached the state of a 
subhuman creature. Neither science 
nor history has produced any evi- 
dence whatever to prove that man 
was ever subhuman. But Spencer 





To bring about a just social order, both eco- 


nomically and socially, is a part of the Christian 


apostolate. 


His own ministry concerned both spiritual and 


temporal things in about equal proportions. 


Christ made this fact very clear. 
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said he had been, although in almost 
the same breath he warned that 
people should never accept anything 
they couldn’t prove, which was evi 
dently his reason for rejecting the 
Old Testament story. Spencer fur- 
ther held that man existed as an 
individual lor¢g before he evolved 
sufficiently to establish the family 
unit. Finally the tribe and then 
the State evolved. One finds that 
individualism is the basic chain 
which links together the various 
parts of the pagan social structure 
Spencer wanted to construct and of 
course its partisans see no obliga- 
tion on the part of the community 
to help its weaker members get 
along. It is a survival of the fittest 
idea and this survival theory is ap- 
plied to the economic and social man 
as well as to the physical man. It 
is a “devil take the hindmost” way 
of life. 

The two above patterns, as we see 
when we give them any close scru- 
tiny at all, run contrary to history, 
human experience, wisdom, and na 
tural instinct. History does not, 
prove that man was ever subhuman 
or that he ever lived an isolated life. 
No people, no matter how primitive 
their standards, has ever been dis- 
covered that didn’t recognize the 
family unit as society’s basic unit. 
Such people had never heard of 
Rousseau, Hobbes, Spencer, or the 
Book of Genesis, yet instinct caused 
them to live as families. In Genesis 
we do not find the family a product 
of social evolution, but existing con- 
currently with man’s creation. His- 
tory and human experience show 
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THE FAMILY ROSARY 


Patrick Peyton, C.8.C. 


The Family Rosa- Do you have a 
ry is especially son or daughter, 
powerful in times 


relative or friend 
of need: “ . 


in the still 
troubled areas of the world? They 
are possibly in danger of death, and 
certainly in great moral danger. 
They are depending upon you for 
help. Your best help will be the 
Family Rosary. This is not just an 
idea, but a historical fact. In the 
13th Century the Rosary stopped Al- 
bigensianism and its attack against 
marriage, the family and civiliza- 
tion. In the 16th Century the Ro- 
sary stopped Mohammedanism and 
its evils. During the First World 
War the Blessed Virgin appeared in 


Portugal and promised the war 


would stop if her Rosary was said. 
Today, you as a group, as a family, 
may not be able to use the most 
powerful means of help for your ab- 
sent ones—that of daily Mass and 
Holy Communion—but you can say 
the Family Rosary. That is why 
the Family Rosary is the most 
powerful means of help for most 
families. Thousands of men in the 
armed forces have asked their fami- 
lies to say the Rosary together for 
them every day. Many have not 
asked their families, but would like 
to do so. For one reason or another 
they do not request it. Let us not 
wait to be asked. Pray the Family 
Rosary for them, asking God to 
bring them home safely, safeguard 





them from mortal sin, or if they 
should die for God and country, at 
least to give them a holy and happy 
death. 
Christ 


Himself not just to “pray 
told us 


always,” but also 
just in what man- 
ner we should pray. He said: “If 
two o@ you shall agree on earth 
about anything at all for which they 
ask, it shall be done for them by My 
Father in Heaven, for where two or 





that in all times and-in all places, 
the family is the basic unit in the 
social order. Reason convinces one 
that it should be. Christian teach- 
ings on the origin of man, of the 
family and of society accord with 
both the history and experience of 
the human race, while the teachings 
of State Absolutism and Individual- 
ism are forced to depend upon weird 
suppositions and the wildest of im- 
agination for their ‘primary struc- 
ture. 

It is not difficult to prove that all 
social units larger than the family 
were formed and continue to exist to 
serve the family. 
formed to better advance the in- 


Tribes were 


terests of the families which com- 
posed them. Tribes formed States 
so that the tribes’ responsibility, the 
promotion of its families’ welfare, 
could be better achieved. Communi- 
ties of families afford each family 
a broader living standard than each 
can achieve alone. Since the fami- 
lies and their talents in any com- 
munity are not cut from the same 
cloth, the mutual 
products and services make for a 
better living for all concerned. In 


interchange of 
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instances in which the family seems 
to serve the community, a closer ex- 
amination will show that the family 
actually gains by virtue of a greater 
community strength and higher com- 
munity standards. The parts re- 
flect the nature of the whole. All 
unsound ideologies to the contrary, 
one cannot prove logically that the 
true community exists for any pur- 
pose other than serve and promote 
the interests of the families which 
compose it. 

When this fact is clearly realized, 
the proposals and aims of the Chris- 
tian program for economic justice 
are easily understood. The Social 
Encyclicals are not intended to pro- 
mote the wealth of homo economicus, 
the economic man, but rather to ad- 
vance the welfare of the social man. 
Sharing in industry’s profits, the 
minimum wage, the annual wage, 
and the family wage are all intended 
to help the family wage-earner bet- 
ter maintain that economic suffi- 
ciency under which morality and cul- 
ture flourish. For the record proves 
that morality thrives better, general- 
ly speaking, in communities which 
enjoy economic sufficiency than it 
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does in slums and impoverished com- 
munities where hopelessness, despair 
and misery predominate. 

Since the Christian ideal of so- 
ciety recognizes that community life 
exists for the family’s welfare, and 
since Christianity’s responsibility 
covers service to man’s temporal as 
well as his spiritual welfare, the 
Social Encyclicals hew to the line 
of social fundamentals when they 
set forth a pattern of economic jus- 
tice under which God’s children en- 
joy the Creator’s bounty which is 
always sufficient when its products 
are adequately and fairly distri- 
buted. To bring about a just social 
order, both economically and socially, 
is a part of the Christian apostolate. 
Christ made this fact very clear. 
His own ministry concerned both 
spiritual and temporal things in 
about equal proportions. Therefore, 
proposed Catholic social and eco- 
nomic reforms cannot possibly smack 
of either State Absolutism or Indi- 
vidualism, both pagan doctrines. 
They are in strict conformity with 
that true democracy and community 
pattern which were born in Beth- 
lehem’s Cave. 
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more are gathered together in my 
name I am in the midst of them.” 
In other words, Christ advised us to 
pray together, in a group, assuring 
us that if there are two or more 
praying together, He is not only 
with them, but their prayer will be 
most powerful. 


When the Blessed 
Virgin appeared 
to Bernadette at Lourdes, she did 
not come for a social visit, but to 
teach a lesson, a lesson not just for 
France then, but also for us today. 
She came to give the whole world 
a means of combating the evils and 
sorrows of the day. She could have 
chosen a hundred different means. 
She chose the Rosary. But it was 
more than just the Rosary; it was 
the Rosary said in common, because 
each of the eighteen times she ap- 
peared—not just some of the times 
—she not only had the Rosary with 
her, but she recited it together with 
another, in union with Bernadette. 
Also during those days thousands of 
fathers, mothers, sons and daughters 
of families gathered there to recite 
the Rosary with them. The lesson 
is obvious. She did not only recom- 
mend the Rosary, but the way that 
you should say it—in a group with 
others. 


Mary wants it: 





The family — The Recent govern- 


very foundation ment statistics 
eee eee i 
of Society — is in chow a great in- 
a very. grave | S , 
danger: crease in juvenile 


delinquency since 
We are having the usual 
aftermath, an increase in crime and 
immorality, in our country. This 
danger is intensified by the fact that 
even before the war the family was 
endangered by many forces threaten- 


the war. 


ing its very existence; such as the 
divorce courts, Godless education, 
and birth-prevention clinics. The 
family always was and always will 
be the very foundation of society, of 
civilization, Let the family disap- 
pear and civilization will disappear; 
or the life that will be left will not 
be livable or human, but a totali- 
tarian slavery. BUT—you may won- 
der how this affects YOU?  Per- 
haps your family is grown up and 
away from home. Still this spirit 
of the world endangering the family 
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does affect you, and in a hundred 
different ways. These forces of evil 
create an atmosphere—whether you 
thought of it or not. This atmos- 
phere surrounds you—whether you 
like it or not; it affects the best of 
us and dulls our awareness of God. 
The one next to you in the bus, the 
person next to you at your work, 
the man you do business with, the 
person you buy from—they are your 
neighbors from every walk of life. 
The evil forces of the world may 
have conquered any or all of them. 
These people will have some _ in- 
fluence on your affairs, on your life, 
whether you want it or not. Do you 
wish to do something about it, to 
counteract these evils, to help not 
only your family, but others? Do 
you wish to help and erase selfish- 
ness and hate from the world and 
bring God and love back into the 
hearts of those about you, of the 
members of your family, of your 
friends? Then say the Family Ro- 
sary. 


It makes each day The family that 
complete: goes down on its 
knees daily to say 
the Rosary, by their very act, says 
to Almighty God: “Dear Father, for 
twenty-four hours a day we might 
not see eye to eye in this house; we 
are very often divided in things, but 
for these ten minutes at least, we 
shall be united in mind, heart, and 
sentiment to pay homage to Thee, 
to recognize Thy excellence, to make 
a great act of faith in all the truths 
You have given to men, for they are 
contained at least implicitly in this 
Rosary.” For such a gesture, God 
will pour down His special friend- 
ship and special graces to help that 
family be what a Christian family 
should be. 


It brings down A _ family that 
special help from says the Rosary 
Mary: daily wins not 
just the ordinary friendship of 
Mary, but her special friendship. 
Mary is a Mother, with all that a 
Mother implies. She is the Mother 
of us all. When a family goes down 
on its knees to say the Rosary, 
Mary’s own prayer, that family is 
really inviting Mary to come and 
visit them. In the Bible we find 
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that Mary visited three homes in 
particular while on earth. Into each 
of these homes she brought the 
greatest grace of all, the greatest 
gift of all, God Himself. But be- 
sides that, she brought a special gift 
to each of the different families. To 
the home of Zachary and Elizabeth, 
she brought the Holy Ghost and 
prophecy; to the stable of another 
family, she brought the Redeemer 
of the world; to the home of the 
marriage feast at Cana, she brought 
the miracle of the wine, saving the 
bridal couple from merely an ordi- 
nary embarrassment. If you pray 
the Family Rosary, Mary will bring 
God and special gifts to your family; 
she will bring the Holy Ghost to help 
each to lead a good life; she will 
help you in all your problems; she 
will do many things for your family 
which are much more important 
than changing water into wine. Her 
chief concern is your salvation, your 
soul, and she will finally save you 
from the embarrassment, not of a 
bridal couple empty-handed before 
their guests on the wedding day, but 
of souls empty-handed before their 
God on Judgment Day. Ask your 
family to invite Mary and her Son 
into their home with Mary’s Rosary, 
and she will ask her Divine Son to 
invite your family into Heaven. 


ANSWERS TO OBJECTIONS 


It is too embar- If we reflect on 
rassing to pray in who we are, Who 
common like that. God 
We are in _ the : 
world and we are Rosary is and 
not supposed to what it has done 
pray in common for the 
as though we 
were living in a : 
monastery. will vanish. In 

our armed forces 
today there are many big men—big 
both intellectually and physically— 
who used to think this, but they 
learned to conquer their timidity the 
hard way—in the face of death. 
They learned the value and need of 
praying together, and this was a 
great victory for them. 
There are hundreds of examples. 
Let us consider two of the outstand- 
In the “Reader’s Digest” 
of May 1948 is an article entitled 
“Other Hands Than Mine,” Lieu- 


is, what the 


world, 
then our timidity 


personal 


ing ones. 
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tenant James C. Whittaker, the co- 
pilot of Eddie Rickenbacker’s ill- 
fated Flying Fortress, wrote this 
account of their 21 days on a life- 
raft. He tells us how he had been 
an atheist—never believing in any 
kind of prayer. When the group 
started to pray together, he was 
timid. That was natural. But his 
companions knew that they were not 
completely independent or self- 
sufficient in this life, and considered 
it not only a duty, but a need to 
acknowledge their position and God’s 
—that they were creatures and God 
was their Father. Though they may 
not have thought much about it or 
openly acknowledged it before, they 
now realized more than ever that 
God was their Best Friend, their 
only True Friend. No one refuses 
to admit to others who is his best 
friend. That is mere gratitude. 
When this gratitude of a group, or 
plea for help of a group, is ex- 
pressed by the whole group together, 
and is expressed to God, then we 
have prayer in common. They all 
prayed as a group. Lieutenant 
Whittaker did not. join the common 
prayer at first. He just watched 
and listened. Soon he joined in, but 
only passively. Finally he overcame 
his timidity. He joined in actively. 
Soon, after more days passed, he be- 
came the very leader of the common 
prayer. Another man was led back 
to God, but only because someone— 
at first—had NOT been timid about 
talking to his Father, his God, in 
front of others. Had that person 
been so, then Lieutenant Whittaker 
would never have been able to say 
“T have told this story as often as I 
could ... I will tell it again and 
again, so long as I live. It was the 
greatest adventure a man can have. 
It is the greatest story a man can 
tell,” for he said he found his God. 
Many others in the war had this 
same experience. They are big men 
too. We never call these men “sis- 
sies,” but heroes. And they saw the 
value of prayer in common—not just 
prayer, but prayer together, as the 
Family Rosary. 

In the “Catholic Digest” of De- 
cember 1940 is another article, one 
named “Over Dunkerque” by A. W. 
O’Brien. We do not have space to 
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give all the details, but it tells the 
story of another Flight Lieutenant 
who ridiculed prayer, even the very 
Rosary itself. Before the story ends, 
he is saying the Rosary in common 
with the very member of his bomber 
crew whom he had ridiculed. 

Have you ever seen the Fighting 
Irish of Notre Dame play football? 
Before the game starts, they get in 
a huddle, and, in common, they pray 
together, saying a “Hail Mary” for 
Notre Dame, Our Lady. Would you 
say that these strapping athletes are 
“sissies?” All we need to do is pray 
for courage to swallow our timidity 
about praying in common with our 
family. It may be hard at first, but 
all things worth while are difficult 
for most of us. It will be the 
greatest thing we have done in 
years, an act so fruitful, that it is 
impossible to estimate the good that 
will result from it, good that will 
come not only to yourself and your 
family, but also to all those around 
you. Even from the practical angle 
alone, it is foolish for us to wait 
until Death has his hand on our 
shoulder before we become courage- 
ous enough to pray with others to 
God, our Father. 


Isn’t this expect- History has 
ing too much of proved what the 
— family Rosa- Rosary can do. 

We cannot doubt 
it. Mary has asked that the Rosary 
be said, and she has shown us how 
to say it—in a group with others. 
That is her way of saying it, and she 
is the Mother of God. Isn’t that 
enough? If you want still another 
reason, consider two homes, two pic- 
tures: the first is that of a child 
coming to the use of reason in a 
prayerless home. In this country, 
where seventy million persons do not 
even go to a Church, such a home 
is more the rule than the exception. 
That child comes to the use of reason 
in a home where it does not see a 
father or a mother, brother or sis- 
ter, go down on their knees to recog- 
nize that God even exists. Or an- 
other child might be lucky enough to 
see the mother go down on her knees, 
but the father—never. So much of 
their instruction is negative—“If 
you do this you will go to hell; if 
you do that, God will punish you,” 
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etc. Further, that child is educated 
in a prayerless school. Is it any 
wonder that such a child grows up 
with the notion that God is a tyrant, 
that He is not worthy of that beauti- 
ful name “God” which stands for 
everything that is good. Later, 
when that boy or girl is out in the 
world, he or she will be swept be- 
fore it. BUT PUT THAT SAME 
CHILD into another home, a home 
where all the family go down on 
their knees to say the Family Rosa- 
ry. Gradually that child will learn 
to love God, and to realize that God 
is our Father, the One Who gives us 
our daily bread, the One Who for- 
gives us when we do wrong. That 
child will learn to love Mary, our 
Mother. Let that child go out into 
the world. Even the natural effects 
alone of those fifty daily Hail Marys 
will make that child so alert to right 
and wrong that he or she will at 
least think before falling. Add to 
that the supernatural effect of grace, 
and that child will be able to say 
“No.” 


I am too tired at Christ worked 
night after com- not just one day 
ing home from a 4. po) ho wash 
tough day at the *° 2©P tne workd, 

but three whole 


office. 

years. When He 
finished, He was tired too, very 
tired. Yet He went to the Garden 
of Gethsemani to pray for us, for 
you. He spent not just a few min- 
utes there, but part of the night in 
prayer. After he had spent an hour 
in prayer, Scripture says: “He was 
in agony, so He prayed the longer.” 
It does not say: “He was tired, so 
He did not pray.” After all, we so 
often spend heirs of an evening 
playing cards, listening to the radio, 
or just talking with others. Surely 
it will not tire us too much to take 
out ten minutes to say the Rosary 
with our family, ten minutes to talk 
to Mary and to God. God is not too 
tired to listen to us; He is not too 
tired to help us. Shall we be too 
tired to talk to him? 


There is only my Even just two 
wife and myself. will be sufficient 
We have no chil- to say the Family 
dren at our home. es — 

Rosary. As for 
not having any children, saying the 
Rosary together will still bring 
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God’s choicest blessings and graces 
to you both. Your family life will 
be happier for it, and your salvation 
will be more assured. 


I say the Rosary Do you? Do you 
in private. always say it 

every day? By 
saying it in common you will never 
forget to say it. To let one Rosary 
pass, is to lose a treasure, a great 
treasure. If you do say it in private, 
you will find more happiness saying 
it in common because of the added 
power and blessings that come from 
saying it in a group. Remember 
Christ’s words about “two or more” 
together. It is a more powerful and 
more fruitful prayer. Furthermore, 
you have an obligation to give good 
example, not only to your children, 
but if they are not home, to your 
grandchildren, relatives and friends. 


My family is not Then’ the best 
always home to- time for your 
ng ia family seal say the 
too late at night. Rosary is right 

after the evening 
meal, even before doing the dishes 
if necessary, before anyone leaves 
for the evening. You often spend 
ten minutes at the end of the meal 
chatting over the dessert. If that 
is the only free time your family has, 
why not use that period for the 
Family Rosary? What could be bet- 
ter than to send the children off to 
a dance or a party with the Family 
Rosary as a preparation, as a start 
for the evening’s enjoyment? The 
dance or party will then be more 
wholesome and good because of 
Mary’s protection. 


1 do not believe This is not done 


4 things done for show but to 
me that merely keep all the fami- 
for show. The 


place to pray is in ly united, both to 
church or in pri- each other and to 
vate. God. Also, Christ 

and Mary both 
recommended “group prayer” as the 
better way to pray. We cannot 
doubt their wisdom. Christ wants 
us to give good example too. If we 
do it for show, He will know it, and 
we will not be rewarded for it. Aside 
from the graces and blessings 
promised for praying in a group, 
the psychological effect alone makes 
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it practical. As for praying in 
Church, not all families can go to 
daily Mass and Communion, the 
most powerful of all prayers, but the 
whole family can use the next most 
powerful prayer every day and say 
it together in their own home. That 
is the Family Rosary. 


Our family is too If there are only 
small to start two in your fami- 
this devotion. ly, that is enough 
for saying the 
Family Rosary. Even if there is 
only one person living at home, that 
represent the whole 
family and say the rosary for them. 
This is quite the rare exception. 


person can 


How can I get my Do not  embar- 
father to join us? yass your father 
He is not even a 


Catholic. by urging him to 


join you. Accord- 
ing to your own prudent judgment, 
you may invite him to join or not, 
but at least do not make him feel 
that he is not welcome to join the 
group at any time. The best thing 
would be merely to give him the ex- 
ample of the rest of the family say- 
ing the Rosary together. Show him 
the beautiful sight of the family 
down on their knees, acknowledging 
the Greatness, the Power, the Mercy, 
the Love of God, their Father. 
There have been cases where one 
member of the family was won over 
and converted to the faith through 
such good example of the rest of the 
family saying the Rosary together. 
Consider the force of example In the 
many war stories where even athe- 
ists were won to God through the 
good example of others. 


My mother says Tell her that the 
she is too busy to Rosary only takes 
give up her time. ten minutes. to 
What can I do? . : 

say, and_ that 


aside from the many graces and 
blessings she would receive now for 
saying the Family Rosary daily, 
when she comes to die, it will be the 
greatest consolation she could have 
at that time to have Mary, her 
Mother, who wants us to say the 
Rosary in a group, take time out and 
be by her side during her last mo- 
ments. Oh, how tragic it would be 
if, when we were dying, we asked 
our Blessed Mother to be near us 
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and help us make a holy and happy 
death, and she answered: “I am too 
busy to give up my time, even the 
ten minutes it will take to help you 
die happily!” If she gives up her 
time now, Mary will give up her time 
then. 


My parents are Try to explain to 


willing but my them that because 
brothers and sis- | ; : 
something is old- 


ters complain ‘ 
that it is an old- fashioned, that 


fashioned custom does not mean 
that is just start- that it is there- 
ing. fore obsolete or 
Many things that might 
be called old-fashioned are still very 
necessary today, and will never be- 
come obsolete. History has proved 
that the Family Rosary is a very 
powerful custom, a very powerful 
force for good. History has proved 
the necessity of the Rosary. It is 
needed very much today. The Rosa- 
ry is a form of prayer, and an ex 
pression of love. Prayer and love 
will always be old-fashioned, in the 
sense that they are old, for they are 
as old as man is. They are a part of 
man. Prayer and love as expressed 
in the Family Rosary is the way 
Christ and Mary recommended us 
to pray. That makes the Family 
Rosary old and powerful—a thing 
of wisdom—but not old-fashioned in 
the sense of being useless. We 
should not be ashamed, but rather 
proud to pray in the mafiner that 
Christ and Mary recommended to us. 


useless. 


It would be easy Most men would 
to get my mother object because 
and sister iene y they are timid 
could get the men about kneeling 
folks interested. and praying with 

others. Show 
them that such prayer in common 
is nothing to be ashamed of, that 
it takes courage, and is not some- 
thing that weaklings do. On the 
contrary, it takes a “he-man” to ack- 
nowledge in prayer that he is only 
a creature and depends upon God. 
Show them that they are not the 
first men to do such a thing. Thou- 
sands fighting in the war have al- 
ready done this. Thousands more 
are doing it at home. Once they 
have tried it, they will find it one 
of the happiest times of their day. 








HIS is the story of a small 
family’s miraculous triumph 


over death because of their 
courage born of faith in God and 
their unwavering belief in the power 
of love, hope and prayer. 
The fifth of September, 1939, was 


a beautiful day in Poland. The 
fields were dotted with large hay- 
stacks. The potatoes were ready for 
harvest. The sky was cloudless with 
the sun blessing the earth. But the 
road amidst all this peace and hap- 
piness was full of cars and people 
rushing frantically in one direction. 
They were fleeing death. 

All but lost in this deperate swarm 
was a young couple with a little 
boy. That was my husband, our 
three year old son and I. We looked 
dirty because the road was dusty. 
Although we carried only a small 
bag with food and one change of 
linen, we were extremely tired. We 
had been on the way since yesterday 
when everyone began to realize that 
we were in the path of the German 
Army which was driving rapidly 
ahead with tremendous power, de- 
stroying everything and everyone. 
Suddenly all that we possessed lost 
its value and importance: all that 
mattered was saving our lives. 

We started to the east of Poland 
believing that somewhere on the 
river in the middle of the country 
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our army would stop the enemy. To 
cross this river, to find safety be- 
hind the lines was everyone’s goal. 
I looked at the people around me, all 
the faces marked with terror, eyes 
turned to the sky, tensed with the 
expectation of more enemy planes 
dropping their loads of indiscrimi- 
nate death. But to my great sur- 
prise I realized that my reaction was 
different. I did not feel any fear. 
Although I listened with the others 
for the sound of approaching planes, 
I was mostly concerned with plan- 
ning new ways to save ourselves. I 
looked at my husband; his face was 
very serious but surprisingly calm. 
And when I asked him, “Are you 
afraid of death?” he said quietly, 
“No, our lives are in the hands of 
God. Pray!” 

I prayed with all my heart when- 
ever we hit the ground under fire. 
I prayed in the potato fields, in the 
forest, in the roadside ditches side 
by side with my husband while shel- 
tering the child with our bodies. 
The earth around us shook with the 
concussion of bombs and the air was 
torn by the whistle of bullets. We 
moved on through no-man’s land, 
coming under the fire of both the 
Polish and the German Armies. We 
reached the utmost depths of this 
misery which is the lot of uprooted 
people. 
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But the most dreadful day came 
when no planes were seen overhead, 
not even an explosion was heard in 
the distance. With the coming of 
this heart-rending and ominous 
silence, we realized the disaster that 
had befallen our country. There was 
no more hope for victory. Poland 
was dead! 

A few weeks of living under enemy 
rule, forced upon us the decision to 
escape to a friendly neighboring 
country. The risks of escape were 
almost insurmountable, but the only 
alternative was a certainty of sepa- 
ration and death in a concentration 
camp. We took the road through 
the deepest forest of the Carpathian 
Mountain crest. The guide warned 
us to keep walking for at least 
eleven hours. A blizzard made the 
darkness completely impenetrable. 
Not being able to carry him, I was 
leading my child by the hand. The 
guide had said a few hours ago, “A 
three-year old will never make it!” 
But we were determined that we 
would bring him to safety. When 
relieved for a moment of the all- 
consuming watchfulness and fatigue 
of escape, I prayed. I talked to God 
the way my mother taught me when 
I was a young girl. I remembered 
her saying, “Faith is of the greatest 
importance in your life. Have trust 
in God with all your heart and soul. 
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You can pray in church, in the 
forest, in your room, anywhere. God 
is all over. He will listen to you, 
when in every expression of your 
prayer there is sincere faith. God 
will take care of you; in the dark- 
ness He will show you the way.” 

With the greatest confidence in the 
protection of God and the certainty 
of our survival, my strength seemed 
to increase. I did not feel that my 
clothes were water-soaked from fall- 
ing into the snow every time the 
shadows of a border patrol appeared. 
I did not mind crawling in the wild 
forest where the howling of man- 
killing watchdogs penetrated even 
through the blustering wind. 

With the first rays of light we 
became certain that we had crossed 
the mountain range and the border. 
Although we were 

0 
& 


country without 
any hope of help, 4 
and shivering with et 
the pain of ter- BO 
rible exhaustion, I as 
laughed and cried 
from happiness. I 
felt I was. the 
most fortunate 
woman on earth. 
My priceless treas- 
ures were pre- 
served, my _hus- 
band, my child and 
our freedom. 


lost in a strange ) 
i) 


From then on 
my days became so 
full of adversities 
and adventures 
that it would take 
too long to tell 
them. We 
traveled through 
countries 

reached 


about 


many 
until we 
France. 
My husband, 
who is an expert 


in International 
Law, was engaged 
by an American 


lady to give an 
opinion in a case 
which concerned 
her personally. 
This enabled him 


to leave for the 
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United States a few weeks after our 
arrival in France. 

Endless difficulties due to missing 
travel permits, lack of connections 
and shortage of money did not allow 
us to go together. We parted, hoping 
that there was safety behind the 
Maginot Line and that before long 
we would be able to obtain immigra- 
tion papers for me and the boy. 

The German breakthrough 
wrecked our plans. The _ people 
around me had been busy praising 
the power of France and blaming 
their allies for the bad turn of the 
war. Their country was completely 
unprepared. 

I found myself again alone with 
my baby in the midst of the hell 
that was Europe. As I recall now 
all the misery of our homeless life 





The moonlight filtering through the high stained 
window-panes adorned the magnificent figure of 
the Blessed Mother. 
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and our perilous existence, it is hard 
for me to believe that a human be- 
ing was able to endure all this 
mental and physical strain, without 
being at least partially destroyed. 
I believe it is a miracle that we are 
still alive—and it was a 
miracle. 

It started in Bordeaux, four hours 
before the entry of the Germans. I 
managed to catch the last train go- 
ing to Unoccupied France. The long 
night ride got me to Toulouse. It 
was drizzling. My child was sleepy 
and weary. I could hardly stand on 
my feet. I had no money in my 
pocket, no place to go. I was rescued 
from my helpless plight by two 
Polish soldiers, who chanced to be at 
the station. The two fighting men 
were moved to tears when they 
heard my little boy 
speak their native 
tongue, and_ took 
charge of both of 
us. They guided 
us to a Polish wel- 
fare agency which 
found shelter for 
us in a convent on 
the outskirts of 
the town. 


indeed 


The sisters in 
the convent gave 
us sleeping space 
in a hall which we 
shared with some 
fifteen other refu- 
gee mothers and 
children. It was a 
great relief for me 
to stay there. I 
took care of the 
children 
mothers were sick, 
and helped the sis- 
ters with cleaning 
and cooking. But 
every free moment 
I had, I spent in 
the chapel where 
the beautiful figure 
of the Blessed 
Mother, all in 
white, looked gent- 
ly at the worship- 
pers. But I under- 
stood well that the 
shelter of the con- 
vent was tempo- 


whose 
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rary. The contributions from the 
Polish organization were ending and 
the sisters were too poor to support 
us. 

I became sleepless with worry 
about my son and our future. He 
did not look well. I was becoming 
thinner and weaker every day. If I 
were to become sick or die, what 
would happen to my child? To ag- 
gravate matters, a recent govern- 
ment regulation made it impossible 
for me to contact my husband ... he 
did not even know where we were. 

I reached such a depth of weari- 
ness that it seemed to me my brain 
had stopped working. There was 
numb emptiness and it frightened 
me. For the first time in my life I 
realized that not only my strength 
was giving way, but my reason it- 
self found no excuse for hope. My 
tear-filled eyes were turning to the 
dark crucifix across the room, beg- 
ging for help. I wanted to pray but 
the constant coughing of my room- 
mates did not allow me to concen- 
trate. I got up from my bed and 
walked as quietly as I could through 
the garden to the chapel. I found 
the door open. The moonlight filter- 
ing through the high stained win- 
dow-panes adorned the magnificent 
figure of the Blessed Mother. 
Everything worshipped her—the 
bouquets of flowers, the tall white 
candles on the altar, the saints 


painted on the walls, and the 
silence of the night. In this mys- 
tical and holy atmosphere I could 
only hear the echo of my footsteps 
and the beating of my heart. My 
lips whispered the sacred words of 
“Hail Mary” and the sound, rever- 
berating off the empty pews, echoed 
from the organ and seemed to fill the 
air with music. But the music grew 
and grew, until it became the voice 
of a great choir singing softly the 
Glory of the Queen of Heaven. I 
looked up and saw white angelic 
shapes descending on the moonlit 
path. With awe I watched their ap- 
proach, until the two foremost 
figures knelt on both sides of me, 
prostrating themselves before the 
altar. Their huge golden wings and 
flowing white robes dwarfed my 
figure into insignificance. But I 
knew that the Blessed Mother was 
looking at me; she seemed to come 
to life, She moved, She smiled and 
held out her hands. Overfilled with 
joy and gratitude I rose to rush 
toward Her. I remember no more. 

I came to myself on the floor of 
the chapel with dawn _ reflected 
brightly on the mosaic stones. With 
amazement I realized the great 
spiritual and physical change that 
had suddenly taken place within me. 
I felt rested and strong, ready again 
to fight for our future. My mind 
was clear and overflowing with new 


ideas. I did not feel lost any longer 
for I carried in my heart the mother- 
ly smile of our Lady, my support 
and my guide. 

The road ahead of me was not 
smooth but I had the courage to 
overcome all obstacles. I had given 
up my attempts to obtain financial 
help, discouraged by many bitter dis- 
appointments. But I tried again and 
this time was successful. However, 
the people in one of the groups that 
offered their help proved to be mem- 
bers of an international spy-ring. | 
discovered this just in time to escape 
them, but I was forced to make a 
dangerous trip to Nice and Mar- 
seille without a travel permit. In 
Marseille I was finally able to get 
in touch with my husband, and after 
a long talk with a friendly American 
Consul I received our visas to the 
United States. Two months later 
we were sailing for America. 

Breathless with happiness and 
gratitude I looked at the Statue of 
Liberty which promised real freedom 
for us in this great country. I held 
my child close to me and tried to 
point out to him the figure of his 
father for whom he was longing so 
much. I was certain that with the 
further help of God we would be 
able to build a new home, and with 
the protection of democracy .to 
bring up our son to serve God and 
America. 


Rediscovering America 


. @ latest explorers to come to our shores on a voyage of discovery are the delegates to the United 
Nations General Assembly, now holding sessions in New York. These travelers from fifty-one 
countries look at America with inquiring eyes, anxious minds, hopeful hearts. 

They will visit Radio City and Grant’s Tomb and the other landmarks that have been built on the 
shores that Columbus discovered four hundred and fifty-four years ago. But more important, the U. N. 
delegates will try to know and understand us as Americans, try to discover for themselves just what sort 
of tribe displaced the Indians in the New World. 


Are we truly a free people? 


race hatreds and religious prejudices that enslave mankind? 

Are the poison-pen journalists, the hate-spouters like Rankin and Bilbo, to be viewed as representa- 
tive of our citizens; or will our visitors dismiss them as a miserable crew of Hitler imitators, held in 
scorn and disrepute by the vast majority of Americans? 

Are we of the new world willing and able to form our country into a harmonious part of the “one 
world” which these delegates, by our mandate and at our invitation, have come here to establish? 

It will be hard for the United Nations delegates to succeed at their labors, if we, their American 
hosts, do not help them discover that we are in fact, as well as in words, a free and united people, fitted 
to become the bulwark of a free, united, peaceful world. 
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Have we come out of the recent war free of the enemy’s shackles—the 
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CHADBTER TWO 


TRE EMBTIED HEART 


SE hopes of Francis to enter the 
religious life within a few weeks 
vanished. Because he had done so 
well with his studies, it was de- 
cided that he ought to complete 
the entire course offered at the 
Jesuit college in Montilla. It 
would take three more years, but 
what of it? A good education 
never hurt anyone. 

In spite of himself, the boy was 
bitterly disappointed at the delay. Since childhood 
he had prayed for the grace to be a priest, to 
consecrate himself to God’s service as Franciscan 
friar. If the thought sometimes occurred that there 
might be obstacles, he had always been able to 
dismiss it. After all, what was most likely to 
hinder his beloved scheme? Wasn’t it the fact that 
That his father was 
proud of his abilities and wished him to have a 
career in the world? Of course! And this had 
never disturbed him too much, since he knew that 


his mother was on his side. She would overcome 
h 





he was the mayor’s son? 


is father’s objections. 

Now, however, Francis was really worried. His 
vocation was being tested in such an unexpected 
manner! 

“Maybe the friars don’t want me after all,” he 
thought, “and this business of continuing my edu- 
cation is only an excuse. Perhaps Father Guardian 
thinks I wouldn’t persevere. Oh, but that’s not 
so! I'd do my very best to keep the rule. I’d pray 
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.and study ...and work... I'd do anything, no 
matter how hard!” 

Father Peter de Ojeda, the Novice Master at 
the friary, was fully aware of his young friend’s 
disappointment. In most instances he would have 
said that a youth who showed as strong an attrac- 
tion for the religious life as did Francis, who was 
so genuinely anxious to fashion himself into anoth- 
er Christ, ought to be received into the community 
at once. A religious vocation is very precious. It 
deserves encouragement and protection. And even 
then, Father Peter reflected sadly, the Devil often 
succeeds in drawing young souls from the way God 
means them to go. 

“But no one seems to fear for me,” said Francis 
one day as the two walked together in the friary 
garden. “Oh, Father! Why must I be a simple 
lay student at the Jesuit college when I could 
follow the same studies here as a friar?” 

The priest smiled. “My son, let me ask you 
something.” 

“Yes, Father?” 

“What is a saint?” 

The boy’s dark eyes searched those of his com- 
panion curiously. “A saint? Why, one who loves 
God and does His Will.” 

“That’s right, Francis. But you speak these 
words so glibly. Let me hear them again. Yes— 
and this time pretend that I’m a poor savage who 
has come to you for instruction. I’ve heard about 
the Christian religion and am anxious to be bap- 
tized. I know that when the Sacrament of Baptism 
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is bestowed upon me, my soul will be made pure 
and clean. But I also know that through the passing 
years many Christians lose their baptismal inno- 
cence. I don’t want to be one of these, Francis. 
I want to remain God’s friend. I want to be a 
saint. Now—how am I going to do this?” 

It was several minutes before the boy chanced 
upon one explanation which interested the “savage” 
before him. A saint, he said, is a person who has 
made himself God’s tool. He does the work which 
duty sets before him. He does not concern himself 
as to whether or not he likes this work—whether 
he would have chosen it for himself if free to do 
so. He merely does it as well as he can. When 
circumstances put an end to activity, he does not 
fret. He is still God’s tool—broken, of course, but 
through no fault of his own. If in time he is 
mended, well and good. If not, well and good also. 

“I could add to your description of a saint,” said 
Father Peter, “but on the whole it’s a fair one. 
Now, be quiet a moment and give me another.” 

There was silence in the garden. From time to 
time the friar cast an amused glance at the young 
student beside him. That wrinkled brow, those 
half-shut eyes! Ah, yes—Francis Solano was really 
thinking hard—and quite unaware that he was 
about to do himself a great good. 

Suddenly the boy looked up. “I’ve another defini- 
tion of a saint now, Father. And maybe it’s better 
suited to the poor savage than the first.” 

“Well, what is it?” 

“A saint is a chalice.” 

“What?” 

“A saint has emptied his heart of earthly things, 
so that it may hold Christ. Therefore, he has made 
himself like a chalice. And having done this, he 
has no will but Christ’s Will within him—which 
is the Will of God the Father.” 

The friar laughed, so heartily that the boy never 
guessed the genuine admiration his words had 
aroused. “You credit our poor savage with con- 
siderable intelligence, Francis. Do you think he’ll 
understand this talk of tools and chalices and 
emptied hearts?” 

A flush crept over the young man’s face. “Per- 
haps not. Perhaps I don’t make things too clear. 
But how I wish I could! You see, something tells 
me that there can be great peace in the emptied 
heart.” 

Father Peter, whose work as Novice Master had 
given him a true understanding of men’s souls, 
laughed again. ‘“‘Fine words, my son. What a pity 
that you don’t believe them.” 

Francis stared. “Don’t believe them?” 

“That’s right. You speak the truth when you 
say that the heart must be emptied of earthly 
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things before it can be a saint’s heart—a chalice 
to hold Christ, our true Peace. But you have no 
emptied heart, young friend, when you complain 
about the delay in being accepted at the friarv. 
Your will is still very much in evidence.” 

“But Father! I wasn’t talking about myself! 
I was just giving you a description of a saint!” 

“And there’s a difference?” 

Francis was silent before the friar’s kindly gaze, 
realizing that he had just discovered a disturbing 
truth. Finally he spoke: 

“There’s a very great difference.” 

“All right. And what are you doing about it?” 

“Why, nothing...at least, I haven’t really 
thought about it... .” 

“Listen, my son. A while ago you gave me a 
very beautiful description of a saint—a person who 
has emptied his heart of earthly desires and made 
it into a chalice to hold Christ. Now, who is given 
the grace to do this... this emptying?” 

The boy hesitated. “I suppose many people have 
the grace, Father.” 

“Many people? God gives this grace to everyone, 
Francis! Everyone, including you and me. Isn't 
it wonderful?” 

There was another moment’s silence. Then Fran- 
cis smiled wryly. “Yes, Father. But it’s so easy 
to forget ...to have ideas and plans of one’s own 
...to be discouraged because they don’t work 
out....” 

Father Peter nodded. “I know, my son. But as 
you yourself have said, there is great peace in the 
emptied heart. So why not try a new kind of living 
for the next three years?” 

“see We... TT 

“TI mean with your heart emptied of its own 
desires and become a chalice to hold Christ. Oh, 
Francis! When you take Him to live within you, 
it will be so much easier than you think to do 
the Will of the Heavenly Father!” 

The Novice Master was right, and the three years 
of higher studies which Francis had dreaded passed 
more fruitfully than he had dared to hope. Then, 
in 1569, when he was twenty years old, came the 
day he had dreamed of for so long. He was ac- 
cepted as a novice by the Franciscan friars in 
Montilla—those men who followed the rule of life 
laid down by Saint Peter of Alcantara a few years 
previous. Now he was no longer the mayor’s son, 
a youth who led his classes at the Jesuit college, 
who could coax a sad or merry tune from the most 
ordinary violin. No—he was a member of the 
Aleantarine Franciscans—the most austere reli- 
gious Order in Spain. He was Friar Francis Solano, 
a tool of God, a chalice for Christ. 

As he received the grey woolen habit from the 
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hands of the Father Provincial, Friar Francis could 
hardly restrain his joy. At last his patience was 
being rewarded! And there was even more happi- 
ness to come, for after one year’s trial as a novice 
he would be permitted to make his religious pro- 
fession—the vows which would bind him to God’s 
service forever. Then in six more years he would 
be ready to be ordained a priest. 

“The year 1576!” he thought joyfully. {Surely 
that will be the most wonderful year in my whole 
life?” 

But if Francis was at peace, truly happy in the 
grey habit of the Order he loved with the white 
cord about his waist, there was another young 
man who was not. This was Friar John, who had 
come to the Novitiate with the same eagerness as 
Francis, who had desired to be a priest, to go 
some day as a missionary to foreign lands, but 
who now found himself strangely repelled by the 
religious life—the prayers ...the fasts... the obe- 
dience required of him in the smallest matters... 
surely he could not persevere for long in such a 
drab existence. 

“T don’t understand what’s happened,” 
Francis one day. 


he told 
“All of a sudden I want to run 
away from here, back to my old life in the world 
with its comforts and pleasures. Oh, my brother! 
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A Saint has emptied his heart of earthly things. 
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What’s wrong with me that I no longer want to 
be a priest?” 

Francis was a little embarrassed. This was plain- 
ly a problem for the Novice Master to decide, not 
for a fellow-beginner in the religious life. But 
Friar John shook his head at the objection. 

“Father Peter told me to come to you,” he 
declared emphatically. “I explained everything to 
him this morning, believing he could help me. But 
he gave me almost no encouragement. Then, just 
as I was leaving his cell, he smiled in the most 
peculiar fashion. ‘Go and talk to Friar Francis,” 
he said. ‘Ask him for his definition of a saint.’” 

Reluctantly Francis set himself to describe the 
saint’s heart—that heart which has emptied itself 
of every personal desire and become a chalice to 
hold Christ. at first, for 
he was still embarrassed that such a holy man as 
Father Peter de Ojeda had sent this fellow-novice 
for comfort and advice. But presently he had lost 
his self-consciousness, and Friar John’s eyes wid- 
ened as he listened to the fervent words. 

“It was because I wanted to give myself to God 
in a really complete way that I came here to the 
friary,” he said. “And so it was with you, Friar 
John. Both of us know that there are millions of 
good people out in the world...that it is possible 
to do a wonderful work for God without going into 
religion. But we wanted something more. We 
wanted to be other Christs, and so we chose to pray 
and suffer in a friary. This seemed the best way.” 

“Yes, but I don’t feel that way any longer. Why, 
I’ve come to despise suffering, Friar Francis! And 
if I have to pray any 
books. ...” 

“Then your heart isn’t emptied, Friar John. It’s 
no longer a chalice to hold Christ. What’s hap- 
pened? What do you want to do?” 

The young man hesitated. Surely Friar Francis 
would be scandalized if he knew the truth! And 
vet he must know it some time.... 

“I want to go to the New World!” he burst 
out. “I want some adventure and excitement. Yes, 
and wealth. Oh, Friar Francis, it’s true that when 
I first came here I dreamed of being a saint...a 
worthy priest. But it’s too hard, I tell you. I’m 
not meant for such a life. And these days when 
so many are going to Peru...when men can 
become wealthy overnight with the gold they find 
in the Andes.... i 

Francis stared unbelievingly. Since childhood he 
had known that the Devil is an angel, with an 
angel’s keen intelligence, and that he is ever on 
the lookout for souls. But not until now had he 
felt the evil presence so strongly. 

(To be continued.) 


His words came slowly 
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MILY TREE 


Edith Markham Wallace 


HE G.I. Bill of Rights has made many return- 

ing soldiers university-conscious. They read the 
long list of colleges and universities, Notre Dame, 
Harvard, Georgetown, Stanford, Columbia, Gonza- 
ga—then stop, confused. Where did so many uni- 
versities come from anyway? We, too, began to 
wonder at least where they started. 

It might interest you to know that they didn’t 
just happen as we so often take for granted. The 
stage for universities and colleges was set almost 
2000 years ago in the cathedral schools. 

You remember Jesus’s charge to His disciples, 
“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature.”” The command was not as simple 
as it sounds. However the disciples held it in their 
hearts and assumed the responsibility with wonder- 
ful vigor and enthusiasm. They proceeded to divide 
the work of evangelizing the then known world. 
Tradition states that St. Thomas went to the 
Parthians, St. Matthew and St. Mark to North 
Africa, St. Bartholomew to India, St. 
Spain and England, and St. Peter and St. John 


James to 


to Rome. The others followed the great trade routes 
by land and sea. The Christian expectancy of 
Christ’s second coming added importance to their 
work. 
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Because they believed Jesus’s earthly kingdom 
was to be built up immediately the disciples gave 
little attention to the establishment of schools. 
Moreover many of the early converts were simple, 
homespun folk or nomadic tribes who had little or 
no interest in secular knowledge. The few cultured 
persons who became Christians continued to send 
their children to pagan schools for their elementary 
as well as advanced courses. They relied on vig- 
orous home training to counteract the influence 
of the pagan schools. 


Toward the end of the generation in which they 
lived and preached the apostles became convinced 
that the work of evangelizing the world was no 
simple task and could not be accomplished in one 
lifetime. The work must go on after they had gone. 


The men who had sat at the feet of the disciples 
and learned from them, knew that if Christianity 
was to live it must have some definite organization. 
From the plans of these followers came the Catholic 
Church. By the middle of the first century the 
Church had a Pope, bishops and priests, as well 
as a council of elders and deacons. 


When the power of the Church became stronger 
and more important, when it had grown in sufficient 
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numbers, the Pope es- 
tablished sees or seats 
of bishops in all the 


cities of Western 
Europe. 
Before long’ the 


problem of supplying 
the clergy and the 
promotions in clerical 
ranks made it appar- 
ent that some sort of 
schools for training 
young priests must be 
built up. The cathe- 
dral and monastic 
schools were the an- 
swer, and appeared in 
the various _ sees. 
These groups of 
young priests and 
students naturally 
came under the super- 
vision of the bishops. 
Such schools became 
popular at once a- 
mong the boys of 
Christian parents.. 
The pagan _ schools 
lost most of their 
students and finally 
folded up, and the 
cathedral schools took 
over the educational 
development of the civilized 
Middle Ages. 

More and more trained teachers were demanded 
in the missionary work of the Church. They got 
along very well with the adult Jewish convert for 
he had the basic foundation for Christianity but 
the Gentiles presented a more difficult problem. 
They still continued in many of their pagan prac- 
tices. Some found the Church ceremonies odd and 
tiresome. Had they been received one at a time 
and trained in the ritual it would have worked 
out more smoothly, but great throngs of Gentiles 
united with the Church at the same time. The 
infant Church was imperiled by pagan ideals. More 
and more young priests were needed, and the ca- 
thedral schools continued to grow rapidly. 

In preparing for the priesthood the candidates 
at the cathedral schools must be able to read and 
write and know the ritual of the Church. Now 
another interesting element had entered the pic- 
ture, the increasing importance of church music. 
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The new liturgy required trained singers and 
readers, readers who could read the service with 
proper intonation. 

To fix precisely the date when the first specialized 
schools were founded is impossible for the simple 
reason that they were not founded but grew out 
of the cathedral schools. In the tenth century a 
few of these schools claimed from the excellence 
of their teaching and the fame of their instructors 
to be more than of local interest. Certain teachers, 
active-minded men, men of great learning and 
extraordinary intellectual gifts began to give lec- 
tures on subjects that would meet the practical 
needs of society. The needs of men as related to 
the human body prompted the first school of medi- 
cine at Salerno, Italy. It was the needs related 
to each other in civic organizations that started 
the schools of law at Bologna, and the needs of 
the soul of man that built up the school of theology 
at Paris. Summing it all up, the inception of the 
first universities were medicine, law and theology. 
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The name universitas denoted a community or 
cooperation. It was not used until the later part 
of the thirteenth century to denote a lawfully or- 
ganized community of teachers and students. At 
first this group was called a studium. 

In Northern Europe licenses to teach in a studi- 
um were granted by the officers of the cathedral 
schools. In 1229 Pope Gregory IX issued a bull 
that those admitted to doctorate or mastership 
degrees might teach in a studium without examin- 
ation. Degrees were said to have been instituted 
in 1145 at the University of Paris. No studium 
could be established without a papal or imperial 
order. 

Of these embryo universities the one at Salerno 
was the first. It had a natural setting for a school 
of medicine. It has always been a health resort. 
Its mild climate attracted patients from all parts 
of the country. There are also famous mineral 
springs in the vicinity. The university is said to 
have been established in the tenth century, though 
Hippocrates, the Greek physician, is said to have 
lectured to small groups of patients there in 350 B.c. 
Students came to the university from everywhere. 
It was famous for 1000 years and finally closed 
in 1817. 

There is a manuscript in the British Museum, 
a letter written by a student of the University of 
Salerno in the thirteenth century giving his family 
advice in matters of health. He began by stating 
that any moral or religious slip was an accident 
of the soul, as anger, madness, or love of women. 
Modern psychologists state it more simply—Crime 
is a disease. The writer continues, 

“One should avoid eating raw onions, especially 
in the evening for they dull the intellect and senses 
generally. 

Avoid all lacteal foods as cheese and fresh milk, 
except very rarely. 

Beware eating fish and milk or milk and wine 
at the same meal for these combinations produce 
leprosy. 

Six hours sleep is enough for growing boys. 

At night have a white night cap on your head 
and beneath your cheeks and another colored one 
over it. The head should be kept warmer than 
during the day.” 

The buildings of this university are considered 
among the finest examples of medieval architecture, 
and its mosaics are famous the world over. 

The University of Bologna was built as a studium 
in the eleventh century for the study of civil and 
canon law. It was popular from the first, for it 
saved the monks the long, perilous journey over 
the Alps. In 1200 this school had 10,000 students. 
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Seeing the popularity of universities and the 
teaching of secular subjects the Church forbade 
the teaching of such subjects in the cathedral 
schools. The Pope decreed that all universities must 
have a chair of theology. 

There are perhaps few episodes in church history 
more dramatic or more significant than that of 
the University of Paris which became the model 
for all universities in Western Europe. Its start 
was the study of logic by a group of intellectuals 
about 1100 at the cathedral school at Notre Dame. 
It was presided over by the abbot of the monastery 
of St. Genevieve. In 1250 when it had thirty col- 
leges it was termed a university. All the famous 
teachers of that time came there to lecture. It 
was so popular that foreign students left no room 
for their own French students—a similar situation 
in our universities today. The foreigners were 
expelled. During the Revolution the university was 
destroyed. Its whole system and methods of teach- 
ing were reconstructed by Napoleon. Alone of all 
its colleges, Sorbonne, established by Robert de 
Sorbon, chaplain and confessor of Louis IX, has 
held its prestige through the years, and has always 
exercised influence in ecclesiastical circles. Richelieu 
assisted in the rebuilding of the college in the 
seventeenth century. It was ceded to the city of 
Paris with the understanding that chairs of litera- 
ture and theolcy be permanently established. 

When the University was closed to foreigners, 
Henry II of England forbade English students 
crossing the Channel. The result was that a studi- 
um was opened at Oxford by a group of students 
from Paris in 1167. Forty-two years later a body 
of students from Oxford went to Cambridge and 
formed a studium there. In 1231 Henry III desig- 
nated this as the University of Cambridge. 

It is an arresting thought that from the cathedral 
school came our great universities. These schools 
preserved and developed all the culture of the Mid- 
dle Ages, art, music, architecture, literature, and 
the sciences of medicine and law. They not only 
played an important role in the triumph of Chris- 
tianity over paganism but also in the forward 
march of our intellectual development. 























Additional copies of this edition of THE GRAIL, with 
its tribute to the Rosary, can be ordered from The 
Grail, St. Meinrad, Indiana. The cost is ten cents 
per copy while they last. 
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Brother Meinrad Eugster, O.S.B. 


Each month a novena of Masses is offered at St. Meinrad’s Abbey, from the 15th 
to the 23rd, for the beatification of Brother Meinrad and for the intentions sent 
in by our readers. Address all petitions to THE GRAIL, St. Meinrad, Indiana. A 
copy of the picture of Brother Meinrad, the same in size as printed on this page, 
may be had for ten cents. 
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GRAIL PUBLICATIONS 
about THE BLESSED MOTHER 


THE MARIANIST YEAR by Peter A. Resch, S.M., S.T.D. 
Although written for the Society of Mary this book is of interest to every 
lover of Mary who is interested in making meditations on the many Feast 
Days of the Blessed Virgin. Price $2.00. 


THE CHILDREN OF FATIMA by Mary Fabyan Windeatt 
The story of the appearances of the Blessed Mother to the three children 
of Fatima, Portugal. Illustrated by Gedge Harmon. Price $2.00. 
THE MYSTERIES OF THE ROSARY by Edward I. Hession 
Told in verse by Father Hession these beautiful thoughts on the Rosary 
will add to one’s meditation on the Mysteries of the Rosary. Cloth 
binding $1.00. Paper cover 25¢. 
MANUAL OF THE SERVANT OF MARY 
A booklet containing the Little Office of the Immaculate Conception and 
other prayers for the Sodalist or those who pray daily to Mary. 25¢ a 
copy. 5 copies $1.00. 


IMITATE YOUR BLESSED MOTHER by Peter Resch, S.M., S.T.D. 
For those who would know how to imitate the Blessed Mother in order 
to become more like her and pleasing to God. 25¢ a copy. 5 copies $1.00. 

THE VIRGIN’S LAND by Benedictine Monks 
As a tribute to the Blessed Mother on the Centenary of her Patronage 
of the United States under the title of her Immaculate Conception this 
booklet on and about her has been prepared by a group of young monks 
of St. Meinrad’s Abbey. 25¢ a copy. 5 copies $1.00. 

THE ROSARY OF PEARLS by Placidus Kempf, O.S.B. 

This appears in this issue of THE GRAIL and is available in booklet 
form. Price 10¢. 12 cepies $1.00. 

THE GRAIL Magazine for October. This issue. 

Additional copies are 10¢ each. 12 for $1.00. The October issue of last 
year, 1945, also a Special Issue on the Blessed Mother, is available for the 
same prices, 
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